
Written evidence submitted by Cynthia Muthoni (BHC0001) 
 
The other things I would like to highlight about my petition team is my survey, as I wasn't given the 
chance to explain it.  
The survey was created by myself and Naya Anajuba (a psychology graduate who is registered with 
the British Psychological Society). A link to the survey can be found here  
 
Experience of learning about racism and racial diversity in school (for those aged 16+)   
 
In short, the survey is for those aged 16+, who completed secondary school in the UK. These two 
qualifiers were selected as those aged 16+ would have completed their mandatory education, and we 
did not believe people who had a sufficient enough memory of their primary school education, so 
questions concentrated on secondary school.  
 
Attached you will find the responses to the survey that has numerous screenshots of the responses in 
tables, graphs, typed out making it an easier read. 
 
Our main findings were: 
- Respondents did not believe they had an anti-racist curriculum 
- Respondents did not believe they left primary or secondary school with a sufficient enough 
understanding of racism 
- A majority of respondents do not believe they have a sufficient enough understanding of the present-
day inequalities in the UK. 
- A majority of respondents believe they have experienced differential treatment due to their race 
- A majority of respondents witnessed racism taking place in schools 
- A majority of respondents chose not to report racism they had witnessed 
- The reasons why respondents chose not to report racism varied though the common themes 
included: 
1. Racism being normalised "banter" "jokes" "that's life" 
2. Not knowing how / where to report racism 
3. Racism being deemed as unimportant / not taken seriously 
4. Insufficient consequences for perpetrators 
5. Fear: fear of not being believed, fear of being viewed as racially sensitive, fear of backlash on them 
either by students or staff 
 
I encourage ministers to read the survey themselves but especially the responses to why students 
chose to / chose not to report racism as the responses are striking.  
 
I would also encourage ministers to read the ages in which respondents first felt like they experienced 
differential treatment due to their race - as a common argument against teaching about racism is that 
children are too young to learn about racism, but my survey proves this isn't the case as they already 
experiencing it. 
 
I would just like to add that my petition is quite different from the other petitions as it asks the 
government to teach about the present-day inequalities taking place and not the past ones. There is 
currently no place in the curriculum where there is a significant dedication to the topics of racism, 
racial diversity and anti-racism.  As well as racism being prejudice, discrimination, antagonism based 
on membership to a particular racial/ethnic group, it is also the failure to correct already racist 
behaviour. By failing to acknowledge the present-day inequalities and hardships minorities go through 
we are failing. The failure to teach anti-racism not only reflects on minority pupils but also on white 
pupils. The government responded to my petition and the other petitions I presented with by saying 
"there is space" here "there is an option" there.  
 
The government directed me to the subjects of History, PSHE, Citizenship and RSE. Respectfully, my 
petition talks about present-day inequalities and hardships, so it has no place in the history 
curriculum. PSHE is not a core subject, furthermore, there is no set curriculum and teachers have the 
freedom to teach what they believe is of relevance to their students. Although racism is an issue that 
affects everyone in society, it is typically falsely presented as minority issue and because according to 
the last UK census the country is made up only 13% minorities, racism is unlikely to be selected as a 
prominent issue in a majority of schools as they will favour topics like drugs and alcohol. Citizenship 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/bWT3CZY7JtB09jyhjEFrK?domain=docs.google.com


curriculum fails to read that schools should tackle the harsher realities of respect and tolerance such 
as stereotyping, labelling, prejudice and discrimination. It fails to read that students should explicitly 
be taught about racism and anti-racism. RSE has whole modules dedicated to LGBTQI+, SEND and 
even governance but not once dedicated to race as if race doesn't have a large part to do with our 
interactions and relationships with one another. As I said in the evidence session, the equality act 
grants protections to individuals based on sex, sexuality, gender, religion, age, disability, pregnancy, 
marriage and race. We are taught about all of these things specifically and significantly in schools 
except for the racial element.  
 
Regardless of any of these counter-arguments why should the teaching of minority history and politics 
be an option when minority slavery and colonialism was not an option, the oppression of brown and 
black people was not an option. I correct myself it is an option. And politicians keep choosing it by 
failing to diversify and decolonise the curriculum by teaching the realities of the minority experience.  
 
I would just like to leave you with this note, 
 
We need all of our children to be taught about the realities of present-day racism to prepare and 
protect them and invite them to fight against from the racism they undoubtedly will (or as my survey 
demonstrates will continue to) witness and/or experience.  
 
Many thanks again for inviting me to participate in these discussions, 
Cynthia 
 

November 2020 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


