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The Scottish Government welcomes the opportunity to provide evidence to the Committee's inquiry into the future of Gaelic broadcasting. This inquiry comes at a critical time for Gaelic media and provides an important opportunity to address longstanding challenges relating to funding, accountability, prominence and sustainability.  As the Scottish Government set out in our response to the BBC Charter Review Green Paper, meaningful reform is required if Gaelic broadcasting is to fulfil its potential as a vital component of Scotland's public service broadcasting landscape. The current framework does not adequately reflect the importance of Gaelic broadcasting to the UK's indigenous minority language communities, nor does it provide the level of support, visibility or scrutiny afforded to comparable services elsewhere in the UK.

The future of Gaelic broadcasting is of significant importance, bringing social, cultural, educational and economic benefits to many areas of Scotland and in particular areas of low population.  A strong, sustainable and well-funded Gaelic broadcasting industry will add value to many areas of Gaelic development from early years education to adult learning.  It will create opportunities for young Gaelic speakers to build careers, develop skills and contribute to Scotland’s creative economy. The Gaelic broadcasting industry has enriched Scotland’s cultural life, strengthening our creative industries and it has provided an economic boost by attracting investment and providing Gaelic employment.  Gaelic broadcasting provides a range of benefits for the Gaelic community of speakers, learners and supporters and also, more widely, for many areas of Scottish cultural life.  These benefits could be strengthened and enhanced with a future equitable funding settlement for Gaelic broadcasting. 

The Scottish Government places great importance on supporting Gaelic as an indigenous minority language that requires safeguarding and promotion.  Although Gaelic broadcasting is critically important, contributing to the wider Gaelic endeavour, it does not currently receive the recognition it deserves, including its omission in explicit terms from the current BBC Charter.  As set out in our response to the BBC Charter Review Green Paper, we expect this to be corrected in the next Charter. The Scottish Government continues to make the case for equitable treatment of Gaelic broadcasting, comparable to that afforded to Welsh‑language services.

Minority language broadcasting across the UK needs fair, stable and transparent funding mechanisms.  This requires an acknowledgment of the distinct needs and structural challenges facing Gaelic broadcasting, particularly when compared with Welsh‑language provision.   In line with community views, including MG ALBA, the Scottish Government will continue to press for sustainable funding that enables the BBC’s minority‑language responsibilities to be met in full. This includes addressing longstanding under‑investment in Gaelic media, which MG ALBA notes has created significant audience deficits.  This  has repercussions not only for the Gaelic channel, BBC ALBA, but also for the status and wellbeing of the Gaelic language in Scotland. 

The Scottish Government expects an effective and well‑supported Gaelic broadcasting industry that reflects Scotland’s diversity and serves audiences across the country.  Achieving this requires stronger regulatory and parliamentary oversight of Gaelic broadcasting to bring it more in line with the arrangements for Welsh‑language broadcasting and the wider public service broadcasting system. The Scottish Government believes this would be best achieved with broadcasting responsibility being devolved to Scotland, and with the Scottish Parliament providing robust oversight. The current model provides limited scrutiny of MG ALBA and unclear accountability, with Gaelic broadcasting too often overlooked in UK parliamentary processes and regulatory assessments.  Taken together, these issues reflect a model that fails to recognise the distinct needs of minority‑language broadcasting in Scotland. 

The BBC also has a wider responsibility to increase the visibility and prominence of programming that reflects the diversity of the UK's nations and regions. Scottish audiences should be able to easily access content that authentically reflects their lives, culture and local issues. This includes more prominent placement and promotion of Scottish drama, factual programming and content commissioned from Scottish independent producers, alongside greater visibility and discoverability of Gaelic-language content across broadcast and digital platforms.

The reforms needed are clear and longstanding. The Scottish Government supports a model that provides Gaelic broadcasting with explicit recognition in the BBC Charter, an equitable and transparent funding mechanism, improved prominence and easier access to Gaelic content on digital platforms, strengthened regulatory obligations for Gaelic minority‑language broadcasting and clear annual accountability to Parliaments. These measures would help secure the long-term future of a healthy Gaelic broadcasting industry that reflects Scotland’s linguistic diversity, supports wider Gaelic promotion, meets the UK’s responsibilities to its minority‑language communities and has clear benefits for many areas of Scotland’s social, cultural and economic life.  
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