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1. I am a doctoral researcher within the School of Education at Durham University and have previously undertaken research on the association between mild or unilateral hearing loss (MUHL) and academic achievement in primary school, in comparison with fully-hearing peers. I would like to share the results of this research as evidence relating to the raising attainment terms of reference.

Summary
2. Collier (2025) examined academic achievement among primary-aged children with mild and unilateral hearing loss compared with their fully hearing peers through a systematic review of existing literature. The review found that children with MUHL generally achieved lower assessment scores than their hearing peers across a range of outcomes. While the evidence base remains limited, the findings indicate that mild and unilateral hearing loss should not be assumed to have minimal educational consequences. 
3. Current educational guidance does not consistently reflect the potential impact of MUHL. This may contribute to variation in identification and support. Greater recognition of functional impact, alongside early identification and accessible classroom practice, would support more consistent provision and align with the wider aims of SEND reform to improve inclusion and outcomes for all children. 
4. This evidence submission recommends that national guidance better reflects the needs of children with MUHL, that teacher awareness of its educational impact is strengthened and that schools are supported to implement appropriate, evidence-informed classroom adjustments. 

Policy context
5. The World Health Organisation (2021) highlights that hearing is fundamental to communication, language development and educational participation. This emphasises the importance of equitable access to spoken information, particularly within educational environments where listening is central to learning and engagement. 
6.  In England, nearly 46,000 deaf children are identified within education services (CRIDE, 2025). Evidence from the Evidence Policy Institute found that deaf children typically experience poorer educational outcomes that their hearing peers  (Hutchinson, 2023), demonstrating the continued need to improve identification, support and inclusion for children with hearing loss. 
7. The current SEND and mainstream education reform presents an opportunity to improve the recognition of children whose support needs may be less readily identified. Although children with mild and unilateral hearing loss may not typically require specialist provision, their access to learning can be affected by difficulties hearing spoken information, participating in classroom interactions and acquiring knowledge through incidental learning. Improving awareness and understanding of these challenges would contribute to the wider objective of creating more inclusive educational environments where all children can thrive. 
8. Although existing legislation and SEND guidance provide a framework for supporting children with hearing loss, they do not commonly distinguish between different degrees of hearing loss or explicitly address the educational implications or mild and unilateral hearing loss. As a result, recognition and support may vary depending on how individual needs are identified and understood within educational settings. 

Key Issues
9. Mild and unilateral hearing loss can represent an under-recognised educational need
Children with mild and unilateral hearing loss may not always display obvious signs of difficulty, particularly in quiet one-to-one interactions where they are able to communicate effectively. However, mainstream classrooms represent complex listening environments with background noise, multiple speakers and frequent opportunities for incidental learning. These demands can create barriers that are not immediately apparent. 

10. Evidence indicates link with educational outcomes
Collier (2025) conducted a systematic review examining academic achievement among primary-school aged children with mild and unilateral hearing loss. The review identified that 50 out of 56 effect sizes were negative, indicating lower academic outcomes compared with hearing peers across a range of measures. While the evidence base is limited, the consistency of findings indicates that mild and unilateral hearing loss should receive greater consideration within educational policy and practice.

11. Classroom demands may increase barriers to participation and learning
Classrooms require students to process spoken information in challenging listening conditions, including following discussions, interpreting verbal instructions and learning though interactions with school staff and peers. For children with mild and unilateral hearing loss, these demands may increase listening effort and affect access to learning, participation and concentration.

12. Awareness and recognition may require further development
The limited visibility of mild and unilateral hearing loss within educational guidance may contribute to uncertainty around identification and support. Further consideration of these needs within professional guidance and training could help ensure that education professionals are better equipped to recognise potential barriers and implement appropriate adjustments. 

Key Evidence 
13. While the relationship between hearing loss and educational outcomes has been widely studied, much of the existing research has focused on children with more significant levels of hearing loss and does not consistently distinguish between different degrees of impairment. As a result, the educational impact of mild and unilateral hearing loss remains less well understood, despite prevalence estimates indicating that these forms of hearing loss affect a substantial proportion of children and young people. 
14. Collier (2025) sought to address this evidence gap through a systematic review examining the relationship between mild and unilateral hearing loss and academic achievement among primary-aged children. The review analysed evidence from the eight studies that met the inclusion criteria and found that 50 out of 56 effect sizes were negative, indicating that children with mild and unilateral hearing loss generally achieved lower assessment scores than their hearing peers. 26 of the 50 negative effect sizes met the threshold for a substantially important effect, defined as an effect size greater than or equal to 0.25 (WWC, 2017). None of the positive effect sizes met this threshold. Although the evidence base remains limited and consists of relatively small and heterogeneous studies, the findings indicate that mild and unliteral hearing loss should not be assumed to have minimal impact on educational outcomes. 
15. Table 1 summarises the percentage of all effect sizes that were both negative and substantially important for each learning outcome and hearing loss category (Collier, 2025). The values represent the percentage of all effect sizes within each learning outcome and hearing loss category that were negative and met the threshold for substantial importance (effect size  0.25). 




Table 1- Percentage of all effect sizes that were both negative and substantially important for each hearing loss level and learning outcome 
	%
	Hearing loss level

	
	Unilateral
	Mild
	Both hearing loss groups

	Learning outcome
	Oral language
	100
	67
	86

	
	Reading
	57
	38
	43

	
	Numeracy
	25
	0
	17

	
	Writing
	0
	0
	0

	
	Other 
	0
	57
	44

	
	All learning outcomes
	54
	42
	47



16. Among the outcomes examined, oral language demonstrated the strongest and most consistent negative associations with both mild bilateral and unilateral hearing loss. All oral language measures for unilateral hearing loss and 67% of those for mild bilateral hearing loss were of educational significance. 
17. Despite this evidence, children with mild and unilateral hearing loss remain comparatively under-researched and may not be consistently recognised within educational systems. Improving early identification, awareness and access to appropriate support aligns with the Government’s commitment to strengthening inclusion, early identification and outcomes for children with special educational needs and disabilities (Department for Education, 2026).

Conclusion
18. Research into mild and unilateral hearing loss suggests associations with educational attainment despite often being perceived as having limited functional impact. Collier (2025) examined this relationship through a systematic review and found that children with mild and unilateral hearing loss generally achieved lower academic outcomes in primary school than their fully-hearing peers across a range of measures. These findings support greater emphasis on early identification and appropriate, evidence-informed adjustments to improve access to learning and educational outcomes. 

Recommendations
19. National guidance should explicitly recognise the educational implications of mild and unilateral hearing loss
20. Education professionals should have access to relevant information and training on the potential educational implications of mild and unilateral hearing loss. 
21. Schools should be supported to implement appropriate, evidence-informed classroom adjustments that improve access to learning for children with mild and unilateral hearing loss.

References
Collier, K. (2025). Academic achievement of children with unilateral or mild bilateral hearing loss: A systematic review. Review of Education, 13(2), e70072. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1002/rev3.70072 
CRIDE. (2025). Education provision for deaf children in England in 2024/25. https://cms.ndcs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2025-12/CRIDE%20England%20-%202025_0.pdf
Department for Education. (2026). Every child achieving and thriving: Reforms to the schools and SEND systems in England to ensure that every child can achieve and thrive. 
Hutchinson, J. (2023). The educational outcomes of deaf children in England: Attainment at key stages 1, 2 and 4. 
WHO. (2021). World Report on Hearing. 
WWC. (2017). Standards Handbook Version 4.0. 
September 2026
