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Written evidence by Himgiri Global Institute (ECA0053)
Every Child Achieving and Thriving White Paper
Introduction:
This submission is from Himgiri Global Institute, a UK based charity organisation.
Over the last 30 years, our centres have carried out extensive work in the local community.
We are not-for-profit and provide voluntary services to ease societal pressures facing everyday people. We give support, practical advice and deliver everyday education programmes. We have a diploma for Ethics and Morals, amongst other things. We also have a department which carries out physical healing via yoga, meditation and holistically. 
Through our community engagement we have a good understanding of the issues affecting individuals of all ages, especially those in the school system.
We have developed and delivered education programmes to local schools and community groups.
 Himgiri Global Institute's Call for evidence response:
The Government has announced a range of measures within its white paper for school reforms.
Himgiri Global Institute views the white paper's areas of focus for reform as all being fundamentally linked, and their issues rise because of what the Government has thought education should entail. 
Schools are the place where all pupils should have access to an equal positive foundation upon which to build their lives. 
A positive foundation can be built through the teaching of humanity. Humanity can be taught through ethics and morals.
A positive foundation can produce positive, happy, respectful, tolerant pupils, impacting on themselves, other pupils, teachers, families and local communities.
If pupils are happy and engage positively it will increase attendance, increase exam results, increase their sense of belonging in the world, impact workforce reforms so less teachers leave and instead are easily recruited. Good exam results equate to good job prospects and less anti-social behaviour. This positively impacts the country's economy and decreases crime rates and overcrowded prisons. General well-being can be restored to the country. 
Therefore, Raising Attainment, Improving Attendance, Enrichment Belonging and Behaviour and Workforce Reforms are interdependent.
The law of this country has recognised that a positive foundation can be achieved through education, through the statutory requirement that schools should promote pupils’ social, moral, spiritual and cultural development, included in the 1988 Education Reform Act.
The national curriculum must provide a social, moral, spiritual and cultural education. The correct implication of a spiritual education would help to mitigate the negative behaviours in our society by teaching children what it is to live a humane life, and how to live it through practical behaviours - the essence of humanity.
However, the meaning of spirituality has been misunderstood and often believed to be a religious/theological education. 
Legislation
The following is the legislation which sets out these requirements:
Education Reform Act 1988: Duties with respect to the curriculum
(1)It shall be the duty—
(a)of the Secretary of State as respects every maintained school;
(b)of every local education authority as respects every school maintained by them; and
(c)of every governing body or head teacher of a maintained school as respects that school;
to exercise their functions (including, in particular, the functions conferred on them by this Chapter with respect to religious education, religious worship and the National Curriculum) with a view to securing that the curriculum for the school satisfies the requirements of this section.
(2)The curriculum for a maintained school satisfies the requirements of this section if it is a balanced and broadly based curriculum which—
(a)promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society; and
(b)prepares such pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.
Education Act 2002:
General requirements in relation to curriculum
(1)The curriculum for a maintained school or maintained nursery school satisfies the requirements of this section if it is a balanced and broadly based curriculum which—
(a)promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society, and
(b)prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.
(2)The curriculum for any funded nursery education provided otherwise than at a maintained school or maintained nursery school satisfies the requirements of this section if it is a balanced and broadly based curriculum which—
(a)promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of the pupils for whom the funded nursery education is provided and of society, and
(b)prepares those pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.
Himgiri Global Institute's Recommendations:
The Government's proposed education reforms in the white paper will not have the desired impact unless it adopts the following recommendations:
1. Education needs to be holistic. The current national curriculum is too subject focussed. The white paper is trying to address this through Enrichment activities. However, this only touches the surface of what is required. There is no area where the principles of spirituality, what is means to be human, is currently taught nor being recommended in the white paper. If there is no humanity there is no humility. Only with the attribute of humility can there follow respect, understanding and love. This will give pupils a positive foundation upon which to build and live their lives with respect for others. 
2. The Government needs to understand that humanity is spirituality. The Education Act 2002 states that children are to be provided with a spiritual, moral, social and cultural education. Schools think spiritual education means religious education. This is incorrect, and therefore schools are not lawfully providing a spiritual education. Enrichment activities are not wholescale enough to fulfil this obligation via the National Curriculum. The teaching of spiritual education needs to go deeper to make a difference to society. 
3. In order to teach spirituality successfully, the National Curriculum needs to include a permanent subject where humanity is taught to all year groups. We propose Humanity is as regular a subject as English, Maths and Science. 
4. The government must be advised correctly on the meaning of spirituality. The government needs to be advised by a spiritual committee or a spiritual department set up by the government. 
5. We request that the Education Committee contacts Himgiri Global Institute so that we can discuss this further, along with our recommendations for the delivery of the teaching of Spirituality.

Conclusion
Himgiri Global Institute supports the Government's aims to improve the school experience. We believe that positive results can be achieved through education and that this will have wider impact on the country. 
A lot of money is spent by the Government on resolving issues within society e.g. re-offending, prison population, policing. However a preventative approach is the best approach. If pupils are taught from a young age the positives and negatives and the impact of their actions, they are less likely to act negatively from the outset. This means that the country's resources can be used in other areas and will positively impact the economy - happy pupils, better exam results, increased employment, a booming economy. 
Humanity needs to be included and taught as a permanent subject in the National Curriculum. This is what the white paper is lacking. This underpins the core basis of a spiritual education.  At some point someone recognised that it has a key part and added a spiritual education to the Education Act. However, whoever drafted this did not understand how to incorporate this correctly. 
Presently, the government has no one to correctly advise on spirituality. The execution of spirituality requires a separate department altogether and until this is created with the correct people we won’t achieve a balanced community, and all problems will still exist, making the Education Act ineffective. Everything else the government is trying to achieve in the Education Act will be ineffective unless spirituality is correctly understood and incorporated. 
We request that the Education Committee consider whether more can be achieved, via the route outlined in this submission. 
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