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MHCLG Responses to Environmental Audit Committee Questions

1. What is the current state of funding to local authorities – what is funded or not funded by MHCLG (including anything specific to air quality) and what involvement the Department has in funding decisions at a local level.

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) have primary policy responsibility for air quality. They are responsible for engagement with local authorities, including the provision of specific ringfenced funding. MHCLG are not responsible for all services provided by local authorities; responsibility sits with the relevant government department.
Under the Environment Act 1995, local authorities have a duty to review and assess local air quality and to take action to reduce pollution where air quality objectives are exceeded. As set out in the Environmental Improvement Plan 2025, published by DEFRA, the government is committed to supporting local authority delivery and reducing the time and investment needed to act on air quality at a local level.
The final 2026-27 Local Government Finance Settlement will make available £78 billion in Core Spending Power for local authorities in England in 2026-27, a 6.1% increase compared to 2025-26. The majority of funding in the Local Government Finance Settlement is unringfenced recognising that local leaders are best placed to identify local priorities.
2. How the Department is involved in any cross-governmental work on air quality, and whether the Department has any role in coordinating action

In developing our National Planning Policy Framework consultation proposals, we worked collaboratively across government, and we continue to do so as we finalise policies ahead of publication.
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