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Following our oral evidence to the committee on 4th June 2026 we submit the following recommendations. 

1. Revise the Early Learning Goals for Mathematics 
The Early Learning Goals should be revised to bring them in line with evidence about children’s learning and development and to ensure that children develop the right foundations to succeed in school. Research has identified a set of concepts and skills that young children need to develop to succeed in mathematics[footnoteRef:2] but the current Early Learning Goals for mathematics are not well-aligned with this evidence. They are too narrowly focused and under-emphasise conceptual, spatial and linguistic aspects of mathematics. The focus on automatic recall is not developmentally appropriate.  [2:  ESRC Centre for Early Mathematics Learning Evidence Briefing https://doi.org/10.17028/rd.lboro.32086785] 

There is no single cognitive mechanism that underlies early mathematics learning or mathematical learning difficulties. Children need to learn the count sequence, understand the cardinal meaning of numbers, co-ordinate cardinal and ordinal information, recognise numerals, understand place value, learn mathematical language and draw on spatial reasoning. The EYFS should recognise the breadth of mathematics and guide early years educators to develop children’s knowledge and skills. 

2. Ensure that access to high quality early education is available to those who need it most. 
Disadvantage gaps in mathematics are evident from the start of school. The attainment gap for achieving the mathematics Early Learning Goal is substantial (81% for children not eligible for free school meals vs 63% for children who are eligible, 2025 data). This is a similar size to the disadvantage gap at the end of primary school (achieving expected standard in mathematics SAT: 80% for children not eligible for free school meals vs 61% for children who are eligible, 2025 data) and evidence suggests that early mathematics skills are the strongest predictor of later attainment[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  Lui et al., 2025 https://doi.org/10.1037/edu0000925] 

Currently, 30 hours free childcare a week (for 38 weeks of the year) is only offered for children aged 9 months to 5 years in families where both parents work (or for single parents who work). In families where parents are not working, eligibility is only 15 hours per week from age 3, or from age 2 if families are in recent of qualifying benefits. There are known associations between early development and parental income and education[footnoteRef:4]. This means that children who may benefit the most from high quality early education are missing out.  [4:  Outhwaite, 2026 https://doi.org/10.1111/bjdp.12569] 


3. National campaign on mathematical development for parents
Develop and fund national early maths campaigns that raise the profile of the home numeracy environment as a key driver of children's attainment, alongside literacy. Such campaigns should promote evidence-based, accessible home-learning resources and interventions[footnoteRef:5], while prioritising outreach and maths support hubs for disadvantaged families and children at risk of mathematical learning difficulties to help reduce attainment gaps. Government guidance for parents (e.g. Best Start in Life) currently lacks reference to early mathematics. [5:  For example, Maths@Home https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/psychology-and-human-development/research/child-development-and-learning-difficulties-lab/educational-technologies-and-apps/mathshome] 
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