Written evidence submitted by Name Withheld [COM0020]
In 2024, I was booked to perform a Sunday gig (paid) at one of the main comedy clubs in London. This was my second time being booked at this venue. In the green room after my set, in the break between myself and the headliner, the venue worker running that night (not the usual person) asked if he could chat to me in private – thinking nothing of it, I said sure. He took me around the corridor away from the other comedians, then essentially said ‘I had a lot of potential’, and proceeded to tell me how I could improve my set. One of the main points of his feedback was that I should use my body more, and started talking about how hot I was. He mentioned that as I was a trans woman, I shouldn’t mention being trans in the first few minutes of my set, that way all the men in the room would supposedly be thinking ‘oh my god, she’s so attractive, she’s so hot’ – then when I mention I’m trans, they’ll be like ‘Oh my god, no! How could this be!’.  I felt both uncomfortable and that his ideas were bad, but as he was running that night I wanted to get more bookings on, I said nothing. He then proceeded to comment further on my body, talking about how sexy it was, and positioned his hands on either side of me, moving up and down to motion an ‘hourglass figure’. Eventually he stopped, and he told me he’d recommend me for future bookings. I said thank you. He moved in for a hug; instead I offered a handshake. He looked upset, shook my hand, and we returned to the group. It was at least a year and a half before I was booked there again, on the recommendation of a different person.
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