Written evidence submitted by Jo Pearson (CWR0225)

EFRA Committee evidence on wildfire risk and response. 
Having lived with a gamekeeper for 17 years I feel a response to your inquiry is my duty. The anxiety felt during spring and summer for me and family has increase considerable over the past years – especially since regulations to controlled burning has been brought in. 
There has always been the worry of a risk of a wildfire and as such there is always a grab bag to hand with water, drinks and snacks in our household as I know when a shout for a wildfire is made and my partner runs out the house I do not know when I will see him again this could be hours or even days before he returns. But with the heighten fuel loads on these moors the fear now is he may not return. He is a highly trained and experienced in fighting wildfires but with wildfire are become more extreme and the likelihood he could get severely hurt or killed has increased. 
As a family we cannot enjoy family days out and the weather especially over weekends and bank holidays is always a topic of conservation. He would not want to or even if we choose to, he would not relax and the thoughts that a wildfire could start and him not be there would ruin the day. 
Also having 2 children and seeing their dad unable to relax over this time is hard, if I wildfire starts, I have to try to reassure them that their dad will be ok and be home soon all whilst worrying myself. If he doesn’t return by their bedtime this is also very challenging and they can’t relax and sometimes refuse to go to bed.  They have been brought up on the moors and understand the changes to moorland management that has dramatically affects to their dad role as a gamekeeper. The reduced controlled burning does not just impact our lives but also people living close to the moors and members of the public visiting them. 
Some members of the public do not understand the risks and are often seen by gamekeepers and their patrols of the estate having camp fires and BBQ, hen when approached by the gamekeepers to ask they to put out the fire or BBQ as he explains to them, they are breaking the law and in fact could start a huge wildfire they can become very dismissive and often aggressive. This isn’t something a gamekeeper should have to deal with on a regular basis.
Hi I am Harriett conn Im 12 year old Im a moorland gamekeeper daughter and this it what I feel when my dad has been called out to fight a wild fire .

When my dad has been called to go and help my heart drops I get stuff Im my head like is he going to die or will he get hurt and what is it spread out and they can’t control it but has the night goes on into the night I can never sleep then worries get so big that Im crying non-stop and sometime we go to give dad and other some water and then you see how bad it is and then you get the news that some grouse and chickens has did because of it all because some people don’t have any respect for the countryside

Many thanks, Jo Pearson 
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