Written evidence submitted by Mrs T Johnson (CWR0206)

As the wife of a moorland gamekeeper I feel obliged to put forward my feelings on the way our precious upland landscapes and the lives of those of us who live and work here are been put at risk due to the ongoing legislation been forced upon us from DEFRA and Natural England which is causing catastrophic damage to our upland landscapes and the flora and fauna they support.
Thousands of years of management, from the Bronze and Iron age, has shaped and protected these fragile landscapes and today, due to the actions of DEFRA and Natural England, we are facing the ongoing loss of flora, fauna and the peat that supports these environments due to nothing more than prejudice against a rural community.
We are on the moors 24 hours a day seven days a week.  The moorland gamekeepers are the first to respond to wildfires, the ones who come to fight these increasing events every spring and summer on areas owned or under the management of NE, RSPB, Wildlife Trusts, National Trust, etc, the ones with generations of experience of moorland management and safely reducing fuel loads, the equipment and knowledge of how to use it and more vitally the knowledge of how fire on moorlands reacts, yet despite all the above, we are not listened to and it is our lives that are being put at risk.
Computer models and university degrees can never replace those with hands on generational experience.
Reducing fuel loads is a vital part of reducing the risk to our landscapes, our flora and fauna and the lives of our rural communities and emergency workers who are affected by these increasing events.
Listening to our voices, to our experience, to the Fire and Rescue Service, to the farmers, to the gamekeepers and involving us in any decisions would be the first step.
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