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Written evidence submitted by Rt Hon Elin Jones MS/AS (Presiding Officer of Welsh Parliament, May 2016-May 2026) (BBB0019)

Business in the Senedd Siambr is organised by the Business Committee – chaired by the Presiding Officer, and made up of business managers.
Tuesday business is Government-led, Wednesday business is largely opposition-led. Wednesday business includes: urgent debates, debates on a Committee Report, backbench Member legislation, Opposition party debates; Member debates, short debates (via a Member ballot), and open debates (these are a new innovation in the last year, to allow for a more considered debate with longer speaking times).
This pattern of business has been consistent during the Sixth Senedd. Clearly, following the election, these will be matters for a new Business Committee to review and decide.
In terms of petition debates, the Petitions Committee considers whether to request a debate (usually 30 minutes, but occasionally one hour) then submits a request to the Business Committee. A petition must usually have gathered 10,000 signatures in order to be considered for a debate – the Petitions Committee has sometimes decided not to request one. There were 37 such debates during the five years of the Sixth Senedd. Requests have to compete with other committee, opposition and backbench business for slots. 

The Petitions Committee’s legacy report noted that the number of petitions debates has been increasing over time, and that there may be different pressures on Members’ time in the Seventh Senedd.
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