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Over my 49-year career in education I have taught adult numeracy, trained and mentored others to teach adult numeracy, and undertaken research in adult numeracy in the UK and overseas. I led work on adult numeracy at the government-funded National Research and Development Centre for Adult Literacy and Numeracy (NRDC) from its inception in 2002 until 2011 and led the first full-scale review of research on adult numeracy (Coben, et al., 2003). I was Director of the New Zealand National Centre of Literacy and Numeracy for Adults from 2011-2017. I was Founding Chair and am now an Honorary Trustee of the international research forum, Adults Learning Mathematics (ALM) https://alm-online.net/.

To improve adult numeracy we need to do (at least) three things:
· We know that “For numeracy, engagement in maths practices is the strongest predictor of proficiency growth” (Reder, 2020, p 267) so we must start where adults are - in or out of the workplace and in private, community or institutional life settings - and support them to become critical, mathematically-literate readers, interpreters and interrogators of the world. This is especially important in view of the fast development of AI, the rise of conspiracy theories and social media algorithms which guide people towards like-minded, rather than challenging, content.
· The offer to adults should relate directly to what they perceive as their personal, social and economic needs and should be designed to benefit society as a whole. This includes opportunities to learn and use mathematical thinking and questioning skills as well as number-crunching and problem-solving.
· Face-to-face opportunities for learning are important but online opportunities geared to adults’ needs and interests, including financial capability, can help to meet the needs of the many adults who are chronically time-poor.
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