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Wildfire Risk and Response
Experience and learning from 4 years of interventions on Denton Moor: 
How can land management techniques be best used at a regional level to prevent and control wildfires whilst balancing the needs of different land users? What evidence-gaps are there and how can they be filled?

The severity of wildfires correlates to the amount of dry material accumulated.  And can go deep into peat if it is dry. 
To prevent them, the public need to behave (including no smoking, no fires, no BBQs, no recreational motor vehicles). 
Factors that reduce severity can be divided into short term and long term. 
Short term: reduce fuel load above surface and increase general dampness level at/below surface. 
Long term: increase water holding and absorbing capacity of our land.  This reduces both area and volume of flammable plants. 
Interventions to increase the water holding capacity of the land (generally referred to a ‘re-wetting’) involved multiple small blockages on all existing drainage routes. This is double-edged, while increasing general dampness, it is reduceing the proportion of the (flammable) heathers, which are dieing in permanently wet locations, giving space for mosses, which hold the moisture for longer, and create the peat. 


What role do nature-based solutions, such as improving biodiversity and more resilient landscapes, have in the prevention and control of wildfires?

They are a large part of the long term answer. Re-wetting is the foundation of them. This is introducing more variety in botany and reducing heather’s dominance in some areas; the damper environment is richer in fauna.  Hence the wider and deeper our nature, the more resistant to wildfire.  Meantime short term solutions to reduce fuel load are needed. 


How best can Defra funding schemes be used to support land managers to adapt to the increased risk of wildfires?

Long term support for rewetting and sphagnum/cotton grass planting.  And short term fuel load reduction supported. 


What are the most effective activities for tackling the human causes of wildfire ignition, for example public engagement and campaigns? How can the UK Government best support the delivery of these activities at both a local and national scale?

Ban the sale of disposable BBQs. 


What policies are in place, or are needed, to reduce the severity of wildfires and their socio-economic impacts on both agricultural land and at rural-urban boundaries?

Cross-party, long-term policies developed through all stake-holders being involved. 

Given that responsibility is spread across government departments and bodies (e.g. Defra, Forestry Commission, MHCLG), how should the government coordinate a cross-departmental approach to tackle the increasing risk of wildfires?

Lets work together, like happens in other countries. All groups needs to compromise to some extent to achieve the overall goal. 
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