Written evidence submitted by Michael Wearmouth (CWR0139)

I’m a grouse keeper in Swaledale and I watch the heather grow taller and more dense every year. The restrictions mean there is very little we can do about it. If a fire starts, I’m worried that controlling it will be near impossible. We will have to stand by and watch our countryside burn because of restrictions that seem to have very little justification beyond an agenda against grouse shooting. We see on the television and hear on the radio about catastrophic wildfires up and down the country, and in other countries too, wherever fuel load is not being controlled and the lesson is there to be learned. I strongly believe that we need to act before it is too late.
I would be very willing to take anyone who needs convincing out onto the moor to show them what we are dealing with.
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