Dear Committee,

I live at Low Ewe Cote Farm in Bilsdale, sitting between Bilsdale West Moor and Bransdale Moor. The increased threat of wildfires and the dangerous smoke pollution that comes with them greatly concerns both me and my family.

Controlled burning matters on several levels. In practice, it reduces fuel load and keeps vegetation in check in a way that protects the moor and the people living near it. It also optimises habitat for ground nesting birds, which tends to get lost in this debate. But there is a cultural dimension too. Controlled burning has been part of upland life for generations. It is historically significant, and the communities that have practised it understand its value in ways that are not always captured in an evidence review.

Kind regards,

Tom Storrar
