Written evidence submitted by Mr Bruce Watson (CWR0123)

Good afternoon,

I am a retired moorland gamekeeper with 33 years experience. I also have shared ownership of 850 acres of moorland in West Yorkshire, bordering the National Trust land at Wessenden, where the Saddleworth fire started in 2018. We rent a further similar area nearby. All of it is SSSI and SPA, predominantly deep peat over 40cm.

We manage the land under Natural England, who will not allow burning on deep peat. We have consent to cut the vegetation instead, but the land is not easily accessible and they will only permit machinery with a ground pressure of 3psi or less. No sheep grazing is permitted on the rented ground either. For a club with limited finances, cutting is neither cost effective nor does it produce a firebreak comparable to a cool burn. The fuel load is increasing all the time.

Last summer there was a wildfire on our rented land, believed by the fire brigade to have started from a disposable barbecue. It took 50 personnel 14 days to extinguish, with additional help from neighbouring keepers and volunteers. Firefighters were injured. ATV vehicles were damaged. And Natural England are only worsening the situation.

Best,

Bruce Watson
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