Written evidence submitted by David Livesey (CWR0079)


 I own The Lords Hall Estate in Darwen, Lancashire. Part of the West Pennine Moors.

Once a productive grouse moor of some 1500 acres, the estate has fallen into neglect for generations, with the Southern part being owned by United Utilities and the Northern part by Blackburn with Darwen Council.

It is a SSSI and mainly heather/whinberry/sphagnum moss peatland.
We have made great progress in various restoration projects, including rewetting and replanting since I bought the moor 8 years ago.
 
I have made extensive progress in mitigating the wildfire risk, including:

All parties meetings (council, UU, fire service, mountain rescue, Natural England etc)

Laminated map showing access points and key contacts info for distribution to farms, agencies.

Flailing pre-emptive firebreaks

Creation of volunteer Facebook fire watch group for early notification of wildfires

Purchase of fogging unit, tractor, plough, excavator, backpack blowers etc

Recruitment of Moorland Ranger

Survey of all previous wildfires to determine where, when, cause, direction of spread, day of the week etc.
 
We had a disastrous wildfire in May 2020 sparked by a portable BBQ, which took out 630 acres and killed thousands of animals including red listed bird species, curlew, short eared owl etc. And there has been an average of one wildfire per year.
 
Here are my recommendations to improve the situation
 
1. Enforcement of PSPO with significant fines, and “name & shame” the culprits
2. Improved public education (there are only 3 causes of moorland wildfires, men, women and children!)
3. Better “no fires” signage
4. Reinstatement of winter/spring controlled burning of heather to reduce fuel load and create firebreaks
5. Greater flailing of firebreaks (particularly alongside tracks and paths).
6. Better equipment and training of Fire Service, including the presumption that they will continue firefighting after dark unless specific danger. Nighttime is usually the best time to fight these fires.
7. Funding for Moorland Rangers via local councils
8. Greater rewetting
9. Creation of designated fire ponds, holding bodies of water alongside accessible tracks, to ensure water is available for firefighting equipment even during dry spring/summer conditions
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