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Dear Chair,

Thank you for your letter and for inviting the European Parliament to contribute to the inquiry of the House of Commons Modernisation Committee on the organisation of e-petitions.

On behalf of the European Parliament, I am pleased to provide the following information regarding our practices.

As regards petitions, the European Parliament has a well-established system managed by the Committee on Petitions (PETI). Citizens and residents of the European Union may submit petitions on matters falling within the Union's fields of competence. The relevant provisions are set out in Title IX of Parliament's Rules of Procedure (notably Rules 228 and 233).

Petitions fulfilling the admissibility criteria are examined by the PETI Committee through exchanges of views, hearings, or requests for information addressed to the European Commission or other relevant authorities. The Committee meets regularly, typically for two days each month, providing a structured forum in which petitioners may present their cases, engage directly with Members, and hear the views of the Commission. These meetings are public, webstreamed, and interpreted in accordance with Members' linguistic needs.
While issues arising from petitions may, in certain cases, be brought to the plenary through reports, debates or resolutions, there is no automatic or structured pathway leading from a petition to a plenary debate. Any such consideration depends on subsequent political and procedural decisions.

More broadly, the organisation of plenary business in the European Parliament differs from that of some national parliaments. The draft agenda for each part-session is prepared by the Conference of Presidents, which brings together the President of Parliament and the Chairs of the political groups, with the votes of the latter weighted in proportion to the number of Members in each group. The agenda is then adopted by Parliament at the beginning of each part-session (Rules 163 and 164 of the Rules of Procedure). As a result, the scheduling of debates is determined collectively through the political groups. There is therefore no system of guaranteed or regularly allocated time for debates initiated by individual Members, committees, or e-petitions, nor an equivalent to the arrangements in the United Kingdom, under which dedicated bodies may allocate time for such debates.

European Citizens' Initiatives constitute a distinct participatory instrument. Where an initiative meets the applicable requirements and is examined by the European Commission, it gives rise to a public hearing in Parliament and may be followed by plenary consideration, including a debate and/or a resolution.

Over time, the organisation of parliamentary business, including the handling of petitions, has evolved, notably with the development of the European Parliament's Petitions Portal, which facilitates the submission and follow-up of e-petitions. Discussions on further enhancing the visibility, efficiency and impact of petitions procedures take place periodically, including as regards procedural and digital aspects.

I hope that this information proves useful for your inquiry. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any further clarification.
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