Derbyshire County Council – Written Evidence (CVX0058)

Our response
The County of Derbyshire covers a wide and varied geographical area. It contains rural villages, farming communities, former coalfield villages, market towns and a larger town.  The population is approximately 822,400, and 1 in 6 of the population (137,300) are aged 0-15 years old.  The are eight district and borough areas within Derbyshire

Uptake
In general, uptake of childhood vaccinations in Derbyshire is higher than the national average.  Rates are higher in the pre-school programmes, with lower rates observed in the uptake of vaccines administered as part of the school-aged programme. However, the rates of vaccination uptake vary across the Derbyshire population, with variance between Primary Care Networks, and the practices within a PCN. Higher uptake correlates with areas with higher income, educational attainment, employment rates. There are pockets of deprivation in all of the district and borough areas across Derbyshire, with corresponding lower uptake rates in these communities. The ex-coalfield communities on the east of the county have some of the lowest uptake rates of vaccines in Derbyshire.

Barriers to uptake & Evidence of these barriers 
School Age Immunisation Services (SAIS)
Working closely with our Derby City Public Health colleagues, and with NHSE Immunisation and vaccination managers, as a Public Health team, we seek assurance regarding the School Age Immunisation Service. The service struggles to attain consents from parents and some schools are so busy that they no longer see immunisation and the facilitation of the service as a priority. Although this is only a small number, it does have an impact on children and young people accessing their vaccinations in a timely manner. Some of this reticence is due to parental attitudes to vaccines and so young people who could self-consent are also not able to for fear of parental backlash (anecdotal reporting from the service and school staff feedback).  In addition, the service has very limited integration and joint working with the Council-commissioned 5-19 Public Health nursing service.  Greater alignment of these services would reduce many of the practical challenges seen in administering the school-aged immunisation programme.

Other Evidence
Two surveys have recently been commissioned by the Public Health team at Derbyshire County Council.  The first assessed the attitudes of parents and carers to vaccination, and the barriers they faced in accessing vaccination for their children.  A second survey was undertaken with health and education professionals working with pre-school children and their families.  
PH commissioned Healthwatch Derbyshire to undertake the engagement, and links to the reports are below.  

What the HealthWatch Derbyshire report about the 2-3 year old Flu vaccination told us:
Most people they spoke to were positive about the baby and toddler flu vaccination.  Most people that were asked had vaccinated their children or were going to in the future. However, some felt it wasn’t important or didn’t want to vaccinate their children.  
Three important factors were identified for those who said they hadn’t or weren’t planning on vaccinating their children: 
• Practical barriers – ease of the appointment 
• Flu vaccine importance – not just for vulnerable children but for all children 
• Giving flu vaccination information from a trusted source. 
Key Information 
• Most parents and guardians (72%) felt positive about the baby and toddler flu vaccination, with 14% neutral, and 15% having negative views
• Parents and guardians may not be vaccinating their children due to busy schedules and practical barriers 
• There was a lack of information on the flu vaccination for babies and toddlers                       
• There was a lack of awareness about the vaccine 
• Parents and guardians felt it was less important for “healthy” children 
• The key theme from the research was parents and guardians prioritising their children's health. 
• The most selected practical change that could be made to improve vaccination uptake was appointment reminders 

Key suggestions to improve the programme
• Information given to parents and guardians: This needs to highlight not just the benefits to the wider population, but explain the risks of their child not having the flu vaccination 
• Building trust and being transparent: Make sure the information given on flu vaccinations is clear, from a trusted source, and has information on safety 
• Consideration for drop-in clinics: At places like pharmacies, toddler groups, children's centres 
• Awareness raising: Information is received before the appointment reminder 
• Appointment reminders: Consideration to be given to having flu vaccination information in the text reminder for an appointment.
Full report here:
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/6325e07facd3d82fad5f0eee/668d12ee83bff798e86f5255_Baby%20and%20Toddler%20Flu%20Report%2025062024%20AS%20V1.pdf
The Public Health team at Derbyshire County Council Commissioned a second piece of work to check the “trusted sources” (professionals) that parents were likely to go to for information or support regarding vaccinations for their children.

Key findings 
• Those who have had vaccine training were generally more confident in giving information about the children’s flu vaccine to parents and guardians 
• 14% of people (15) had received vaccine training. Most of these were practice nurses (10), two were nurse associates, two worked in a nursery, and one was a midwife 
• Many people in non-health roles would welcome vaccine training and more vaccine information, but some felt it wasn’t part of their role 
• Better information for parents was highlighted as the thing most likely to improve vaccine uptake 
• Many of the childminders and people managing or working in playgroups, preschools and nurseries are happy to share vaccine information with parents  
• Several people told us they don’t believe toddler flu vaccinations are necessary.

Key suggestions 
• At the very start of each flu vaccination campaign, ensure trusted voices have access to simple and consistent flu vaccination information that they can share with parents via posters, leaflets or electronically. This information should include:  
· The benefits to the child 
· The benefits to the family and wider community 
· Information about how the vaccine is administered 
· Safety information and possible side effects 
· Allergy information. 
• Give these trusted voices and parents a health contact who can answer vaccine questions   
• Ensure those working in health roles are provided with vaccine training courses that give them the option for lots of discussion 
• Provide bite-sized training options for staff working in non-medical roles 
• Use social media, apps or other online platforms to reach parents who prefer digital tools over printed materials. 
• Encourage parents to talk about toddler vaccinations.
Full HealthWatch Derbyshire report available here: https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/6325e07facd3d82fad5f0eee/67f3920eda171298371de113_Staff%20working%20with%20under%205-year-olds%20in%20providing%20flu%20vaccine%20information%2019032025%20KD%20V1.pdf
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