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Written evidence submitted by Sky

[bookmark: MainContents]As a major TV platform operator, Sky plays a central role in the distribution of BBC content to UK audiences. Millions of licence fee payers access BBC services via our platforms, which gives us a direct interest in ensuring that the BBC’s future framework works effectively both for audiences and for the wider market.  We therefore welcome the Culture, Media and Sport Committee’s inquiry on the BBC Royal Charter Review and the opportunity to input.

The BBC continues to play an important role in the UK, but the environment in which it operates has changed fundamentally since the last Charter was agreed in 2016. These changes include a rapid evolution in how content is distributed to end users, changes in audience viewing and listening behaviours, and the entry into the sector of new players, notably large American tech companies. It is inevitable that the TV sector will continue to change at pace over the next Charter period, likely to run to 2038.  

This review of the BBC Charter is therefore an opportunity to reset the Corporation in a way that ensures its sustainability in a fundamentally changed media market, while protecting the success of the UK’s mixed broadcasting ecology. To meet this overarching objective, the Government’s Charter renewal process should focus on ensuring that the BBC remains relevant and valued by audiences, while operating within a clearly defined and proportionate scope that supports the success of the wider sector on which plurality depends. We believe this requires:

· Retaining a universal, public funding model and rejecting advertising or subscription approaches.
· A focus on the BBC commissioning and producing distinctive UK content rather than technology development or large-scale acquisition of third-party content. 
· Preventing the BBC iPlayer from evolving into an aggregation platform for third party content.
· Guaranteeing that licence fee payers can access BBC content in different ways seamlessly across platforms of their choice.
· Reviewing the BBC’s Competition framework, to allow for strengthened independent regulation of the BBC from Ofcom. 

The Charter renewal process is a once-in-a-decade opportunity to reset the BBC for a transformed media landscape. Striking the right balance on the issues we mention above is critical not only for the future of the BBC in the face of a changing market, but for the long-term health of the UK’s world-leading media sector.
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