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The use of Artificial Intelligence and EdTech in Education inquiry


The LEGO Group welcomes the opportunity to respond to this call for evidence and the work of the Committee regarding the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and EdTech in education. We would also be delighted to contribute to this important inquiry by joining future oral evidence sessions, should this be of interest to the Committee.
At the LEGO Group our mission is to “inspire and develop the builders of tomorrow”. Digital technology plays an increasingly important role in how children play, learn and create. We believe that when designed with children’s needs and interests at the centre, technology has the potential to enrich their play experiences. As we innovate for the future, we are committed to protecting children’s rights and promoting their wellbeing throughout our design process
This submission therefore focuses on the work of the LEGO Group and LEGO® Education (an entity within the LEGO Group) around the availability and quality of digital literacy education, particularly AI literacy, and the criticality of approaches that support children’s rights, upholds their privacy and which incorporates children’s views and opinions. 
In summary we believe it is essential that:
· Children’s voices must be included in AI policymaking, including around its integration in schools and education and the availability and quality of AI literacy. The LEGO Group’s research with the Alan Turing Institute, detailed below, demonstrates the competence and enthusiasm of children to add valuable insights to shape future decision-making about the development and uses of AI. 
 
· High quality AI literacy must be an integral part of the national curriculum. Children must be equipped with the tools they need to thrive in an AI-first future, this includes developing not only key skills such as critical thinking and creativity, but additionally providing children with knowledge of AI’s functionalities, the foundational principles underpinning AI, and the limitations of AI, including the impacts of algorithmic bias.
 
· The safety and privacy of children must be central to the development and deployment of AI tools in education.  Child-centric, safety and privacy by design is essential, including ensuring privacy as a fundamental right, prohibiting AI systems with human-like traits and ensuring transparency around data sources and algorithms. Industry standards and certification are required to identify AI tools that are safe for use in classroom settings, achieve learning outcomes and can support the agency of students.  

About the LEGO Group 
The LEGO Group is a family-owned toy company headquartered in Denmark. For almost a century children have been our role models, from our iconic LEGO® brick, to play experiences incorporating technology, we have embraced innovation and are ranked as the most reputable company in the world. We are committed to working in partnership with industry, governments and civil society towards a sustainable, child-centric digital future that priortises the rights and well-being of all children. 
In 2025, the LEGO Group worked with the Alan Turing Institute to conduct research on the perspectives of children, parents, carers and teachers around generative AI: Understanding the Impacts of Generative AI Use on Children. The research included surveys of children aged 8-12, alongside workshops with 40 children to provide deeper insight into children’s experiences. Our recommendations in this submission in part draw on the findings from that research.    
 About LEGO® Education
LEGO® Education is part of the LEGO Group. LEGO® Education combines teachers’ expertise, the LEGO® brick, and learning through play with a deep understanding of educational standards to provide engaging, hands-on, enquiry-based lessons designed for the classroom. LEGO® Education creates learning solutions designed to empower students and teachers, foster deeper understanding and engagement, and ignite a lifelong love of learning.
The impact on learning
It is essential that children are equipped with the skills and knowledge to thrive in an AI-first future. Children must have a critical understanding not only of key skills such as critical thinking and creativity, but additionally children need to be provided with knowledge of AI’s functionalities, the foundational principles underpinning AI, and the limitations of AI, including the impacts of algorithmic bias.
We therefore strongly advocate for high quality AI literacy to an integral part of the national curriculum.
In 2025, the LEGO Group worked with the Alan Turing Institute to conduct research on the perspectives of children, parents, carers and teachers around generative AI: Understanding the Impacts of Generative AI Use on Children. Amongst the most significant findings, it reveals that nearly a quarter (22%) of children aged 8-12 report having used generative AI, demonstrating that this technology is already having an impact on a notable proportion of the UK’s children. 

An important feature of the Alan Turing research is the child-centred approach of the research, seeking to understand children’s own experiences, thoughts and ideas, in addition to those of parents, carers and teachers. In doing so the research has revealed differences in the ways that adults and children engage with this topic. 

In particular, the survey of teachers found that teachers were generally more positive about their own use of generative AI compared to children’s use of these tools. In particular, teachers expressed concerns that children’s use of generative AI may negatively impact their wellbeing and their schoolwork. While the workshops with children revealed varied concerns about the potential impacts of generative AI, they also demonstrated children’s ability to engage in nuanced discussions about the technology and to make informed choices regarding when, or for what purposes, to use generative AI. This reveals the importance of engaging children directly to understand their experiences, needs and concerns in relation to generative AI, and also highlights that with adequate information about generative AI, including about its limitations and potential uses, children can be supported to make informed choices about their own use of the tools.

72% of teachers in the Alan Turing research shared the concerns of parents’ and carers’ around the impact of generative AI on critical thinking skills, and nearly half (49%) report concern around the impact that generative AI may have on students' wellbeing. Looking at the impact of the technologies on creativity specifically, mixed results indicate that teachers hold differing views on the technology, expressing hope and simultaneous concern about the technology's impact on student creativity.

As AI and EdTech increasingly shape learning environments, it is essential that their development and deployment are guided by the best interests of children and learners. We believe that every approach in education should be firmly rooted in child wellbeing, safety, and privacy, and that it actively supports students to thrive, collaborate, and create. 
AI and EdTech must be intentionally designed to deliver meaningful educational value, ensuring responsible use while strengthening, rather than diminishing, the quality of teaching and learning. We therefore call for education systems to empower children not only as users of digital technologies, but as creators, critical thinkers, and ethical leaders of the digital future. In our view, this requires a strong emphasis on hands-on learning that enables students to understand AI itself through active and collaborative experimentation. Such approaches should demystify AI technologies, making the abstract concepts of AI tangible, relevant, and engaging. 
Children’s Digital Rights
[bookmark: _Int_uOvTitnN]At both the LEGO Group and LEGO® Education prioritizing children’s rights and wellbeing is central to our approach. 
We believe it is critical that the views and experiences of children are included in the development of legislation and guidance around the use of AI and Ed Tech in Education. The research undertaken by the LEGO Group and the Alan Turing Institute last year - Understanding the Impacts of Generative AI Use on Children- demonstrates that children have valuable insights to share with policymakers on this issue.  
Further to this and complementing the research, the LEGO Group were proud to have sponsored the Alan Turing Institute Children’s AI Summit in 2025 which brought together 150 children from across the UK to share their messages for global leaders, policymakers, and AI developers on what the future of AI should look like. An overview of the Summit is available to view here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ybk9tMBHAuk - this again reinforces the ability of children to input to their views and needs in the development of policy impact them.  
Finally, ensuring the safety and privacy of children must be central to the development and deployment of AI tools in education. In LEGO® Education’s view, there are a number of foundational principles which should underpin the safe and responsible development in educational environments, these include:
· AI features must never undermine the creativity, agency and understanding of children
· AI systems must never perpetuate the idea that AI is a substitute for human-like intelligence, emotions or social capabilities
· Use of Generative AI must always be transparently disclosed
· Processing, training and inference should remain local to a device
· No student data, images or other inputs should be stored, shared or used to train AI models
· AI products must meet the highest accessibility standards
· Underlying AI models must have clearly documented data provenance
· Students and educators should retain meaningful control over AI functions

We strongly support action to incentivize the adoption of these critical principles and would support the introduction of industry standards and certification to enable schools to identify AI tools which incorporate the principles above, which have safety and privacy built in by design, which achieve learning outcomes and which provide high-quality approaches which support the agency of students.  
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