Written evidence submitted by Anonymous [CLR 232]

I am a leaseholder in a mixed-use building.
I, like other leaseholders in this and other similar buildings have:
· suffered horrendously from excessive service charges, 
· poor maintenance of our building despite the high service charges
· high ground rents
· lack of any response from the landlord for problem resolution
· no potential buyers of my flat given the above
This means that we are effectively locked into servitude to the landlord for the rest of our lives unless something changes. Globally, only England and Wales maintains this system of leasehold which locks leaseholders into servitude should they make the mistake of working hard and using their life savings and future earning to buy a leasehold flat. This is factual statement currently.
It seemed that this wholly unjust situations was going to be resolved with the Leasehold and Freehold Reform Act 2024, where Parliament intended to allow leaseholders in mixed-use buildings with a majority of residential floor space to buy out their freeholds under the collective enfranchisement scheme by increasing the non-residential premises limit from 25% to 50%.
However, it now seems that the Leasehold Reform, Housing and Urban Development Act 1993 now blocks this for us and many other leaseholders in a similar position where we would be prevented from buying out our freehold by disqualifying leaseholders in cases where shared services, including pipes, connect commercial and residential premises. This is a ridiculous clause, in an act dating back to 1993! It make no sense whatsoever.  
MP’s  Barry Gardiner and Nickie Aiken along with Lord Bailey of Paddington even tabled amendments to remove this 1993 Act collective enfranchisement exclusion. Its been highlighted in newspaper articles including in The Times. 
I ask you to remove the 1993 Act’s unfair structural dependency exclusion that bars collective enfranchisement. Refusal to do this will perpetuate the feudal system of landlords holding hard working people in servitude for their whole lives. 
We deserve fair right to buy out our freehold to finally end our living and currently never ending nightmare. 
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