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Introduction
Mars is a private, family-owned business which employs 10,000 Associates across eight UK factories, a science centre, numerous offices locations, over 140 retail outlets, and veterinary hospitals and clinics at 180 locations.

We have a proud history in the UK, dating back to the opening of our chocolate factory in Slough in 1932 which still produces some of the country’s most popular brands, including MARS®, GALAXY®, and MALTESERS®. We also produce some of the country’s most recognisable brands across our confectionery, food and petcare businesses including SKITTLES®, EXTRA®, KIND®, Ben’s Original™, DOLMIO®, PEDIGREE® and ROYAL CANIN™. Beyond our core consumer goods products, we also operate LINNAEUS veterinary practices and HOTEL CHOCOLAT retail shops and cafes.  

We welcome the opportunity to provide a submission to the Committee’s inquiry on the UK’s relationship with the European Union.

The UK is the second-largest market in the world by sales value for Mars, and our UK-EU trade lane carries over US$1 billion of goods annually, making it the largest in the Mars global network. Our operations across Europe (including the UK, EU Member States, and other non-EU countries) are closely interconnected. For example, our Food & Nutrition factory in Norfolk exports DOLMIO® and Ben’s Original™ products to nearly 20 EU Member States. We export Mars bars, Maltesers and other chocolate confectionery from Slough; while our factory in Haguenau, France exports M&Ms to the UK and the rest of Europe.  

Response to Questions 1 and 5:

The UK and EU should prioritise reaching a Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) and veterinary equivalence agreement, to facilitate trade in agrifood products.

We are encouraged by the UK Government’s willingness to explore an SPS equivalence agreement with the EU as part of the broader UK-EU reset and review of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement. Similar EU agreements with New Zealand and Switzerland have significantly reduced border checks and trade friction.

An agreement in these areas would enable certification equivalence, reduced inspections, streamlined border clearance and reduced border and administration fees. This would strengthen UK-EU trading relations, help ensure food supply chain resilience, and support both British and European food manufacturers and exporters. 

The absence of an SPS and veterinary agreement since Britain’s departure from the EU has led to trade disruptions, increased costs, and regulatory uncertainty and burdens for businesses trading between the UK and EU. 

The Food and Drink Federation’s Trade Snapshot 2024 report has found that food and drink exports from the UK to the EU have fallen by over one-third since the UK’s exit from the EU.[footnoteRef:2] Challenges have also been reported by the petfood sector.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  “Trade Snapshot 2024,” Food and Drink Federation]  [3:  “UK Pet Food Industry Struggling To Export To The EU,” UK Pet Food] 

An agreement would reduce non-tariff barriers to trade and facilitate smoother trade flows. Research from Aston University indicates that an SPS agreement with the EU could increase UK agri-food exports by 22.5% and imports by 5.6%.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  “Veterinary deal would increase UK agrifood exports to EU by more than a fifth, research shows,” Aston University
] 


An SPS and veterinary agreement would support manufacturing jobs and operations, in both jurisdictions, promote economic prosperity, and support food supply chain resilience.


For further information, contact:

Dean Duke – Senior Manager, Public Affairs
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