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Dear Lord Ricketts
Thank you again for the invitation to give evidence at European Affairs Committee inquiry into the reset of UK-EU relations on 11 March 2025. At the evidence session, I was asked to clarify the following points:
· Whether we could change our domestic legislation to recognise a European Arrest Warrant (EAW) from EU Member States without the need for them to issue a Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA) warrant; and 

· What proportion of our caseload does the 60 cases currently impacted by nationality bars equate to? 
I agreed to follow up these points in writing. I will deal with these in turn. 
With regard the first point, we do not believe an amendment to the Extradition Act 2003 would necessarily be required to allow the UK to recognise EAWs from EU Members States. The Extradition Act refers to Part 1 (European Union) and Part 2 (non-European Union) territories, it does not specify the form of the request.
Part 3 (Law Enforcement and Judicial Cooperation) of the TCA provides the framework for the surrender arrangements between the UK and EU Member States and contains the required content and form of an arrest warrant. We are aware that the UK, represented by the Home Office, and the EU regularly review the implementation and operation of this part of the TCA. The Home Office are the lead UK department in relation to these arrangements and would be better placed to advise on what changes might be required in the TCA to recognise EAWs as valid warrants.  

With regards to the 60 cases we referred to as potentially being impacted by nationality bars, we do not have a data base that captures the volume of CPS casework where extradition may arise for those who are not, and will not, be impacted by European Union nationality bars and therefore we do not have a comparable figure with which to obtain a proportion thereof. 
What I can say, however, is from internal information sources, approximately 5% of CPS issued TCA warrants that went into circulation in 2024 were potentially impacted by the nationality bar provisions of the TCA.
I hope this additional evidence is of assistance. Please do contact me if you have any further questions.

Yours sincerely
Joanne Jakymec 
Chief Crown Prosecutor 

CPS International London and South East Division 
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