San Francisco Symphony – Written Evidence (RES0061)

House of Lords European Affairs Committee

Re: UK – EU relations reset	

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The San Francisco Symphony strongly supports a reset of UK – EU relations, specifically the issues around touring artists being acknowledged as one of the primary issues to be addressed. We ask that the committee, when considering the impact that the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) has on touring artists, to also consider the logistical and specialist haulage element which underpins the ability of artists to tour. Transportation of specialist equipment in the EU by UK companies has been negatively affected by EU cabotage rules that limit the number of stops that can be made in EU. This is contrary to the reciprocal arrangements for EU carriers operating in the UK.

Under the TCA, UK road haulers are entitled to undertake up to two additional cabotage movements when operating in Europe. Only one of the jobs can be cabotage. 
You must complete the cabotage job: 
 within 7 days of dropping off the goods you brought from the UK 
 in the same EU country where you dropped off the goods from the UK

Clearly, such rules inhibit a touring project for an orchestra such as the San Francisco Symphony as there will be multiple stops in several countries to load and unload equipment. While we understand there are exceptions in place for so-called ‘splitter vans’ (i.e. vans transporting both good and people), such rules would not cover haulage trucks dedicated to moving goods during a tour.

The San Francisco Symphony has worked with the British hauling company Pulleyn Transport Ltd (Reading, Berkshire) for decades, trusting them with historic and valuable musical instruments and relying on their demonstrated logistics skills and personnel to successfully tour the UK and EU; we are unable to do so with the current cabotage rules.

We recognize your government has identified the impact of cabotage rules on UK haulage industry by consulting on the issue. As result of the consultation, the government in July 2022 introduced a dual registration measure for specialist events haulers. These new rules have allowed companies with operating bases in both Great Britain and another international location to switch vehicles between the respective operator licenses and make use of the internal movements permitted within each territory. However, UK operators need to establish themselves as a road transport operator in the EU and obtain an EU Community License to benefit from the new rules. To do that, an operator must comply with several obligations which we understand to be expensive and overly burdensome.

We understand these issues were discussed in detail during the Brexit negotiations but that an agreement could not be reached with the EU to allow a more flexible approach to cabotage rules for cultural and touring events. We hope that the UK – EU reset discussions will provide the opportunity to revisit these issues. We ask that the Committee investigate the issue of cabotage within the TCA considering the developments since the TCA was negotiated.

Respectfully,



___________________________________
Andrew Dubowski
Senior Director of Operations


cc 	Pulleyn Transport Ltd
	Tim Carless, Production Manager (SFS)
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