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The Board of Deputies of British Jews is the democratically elected body which represents the Jewish community in Britain. 
We welcome the opportunity to give evidence to this new inquiry from the Culture, Media and Sport Committee examining how to prevent the loss and decline of historic buildings and other sites of heritage amid warnings of the serious financial and practical challenges many face.
Jewish Heritage in Britain and Ireland – an architectural guide by Sharman Kadish  (published by Historic England in 2006 and then in 2015)  is the ‘Bible’ of Jewish built-heritage in this country. It describes Jewish built-heritage everywhere from Cornwall to Inverness. Jews first came to England with the Romans, were expelled in 1290 by Edward I and then readmitted to England in 1656. There have been communities here ever since. Our historic synagogues tell this story.
There are 27 listed synagogues in Britain; in Greater London, Greater Manchester, Leicester, Blackpool, Liverpool, Reading, Brighton, Kent, Hertsmere, Exeter, Plymouth, Birmingham, Grimsby and Brighton, mostly – but not all – Orthodox. They represent examples of magnificent architecture and stained glass windows.
Although there are Jewish people living in all parts of the country, the majority live in Greater London and Greater Manchester. The laws of the Sabbath and Festivals, as observed by Orthodox communities, preclude travel other than by foot and so a functioning Orthodox synagogue will need to be within walking distance of its community. 
This means that while some of these listed synagogues are home to thriving Jewish communities, others are attached to a dwindling or even no longer extant community. While some of these listed synagogues are affiliated to an organised Jewish denomination such as the United Synagogue or the S&P Sephardi Community, giving them some support, others are entirely independent.
 The burden of maintenance for these listed synagogues often falls on a reducing number, of often aging, volunteers. 
Historic synagogues receive no Government support for their upkeep (aside from the now reduced LPWGS) and are reliant on grants from the National Lottery Heritage fund, philanthropic individuals and organisations where these funds can be secured.  This is an impossible situation. Some have been sold or converted for other use, sometimes in part or entirely as heritage centres. Security concerns, particularly now with the rise in antisemitism, preclude an ‘open door’ policy for functioning synagogues though many are delighted to welcome school and other groups to visit by prior arrangement.
 We are very concerned by the recent renewal of the LPWGS with a lower total “pot” and a £25,000 cap. The LPWGS is essential to support ongoing maintenance and restoration work in many of our historic synagogues.
 The recent restoration of Bevis Marks, the oldest synagogue in the UK, would not have been possible without LPWGS support. Six other synagogues received LPWGS funding in 2022/23.
 We are aware of at least five listed synagogues contemplating or newly-committed to major projects, which have been thrown into jeopardy by the new limits and longer-term uncertainty around the LPWGS.
 Alongside similar work carried out by colleagues and partners of other faiths, these projects support specialised and highly-skilled British jobs whose expertise is sought across the world.
 When added to the recent increases in Employers NI and minimum wage, and wider economic pressures, it is likely that these projects will all be delayed, and potentially abandoned entirely, with significant knock-on economic impacts to the industries they support. 
 We therefore urge that the LPWGS is renewed at the pre-2025 level of c.£42m (which we understand comprises both a DCMS budget allocation and a Treasury “top up”), and the cap on individual applications is removed.
Recommendations
Along with others concerned for the future of religious heritage, our key recommendations to the Committee are:
•	Government should recognise its leadership role. It should work cross-party, with the principal denominations, Christian and others, and with civil society to develop a plan of action for the future of historic places of worship.
•	Until progress can be made toward a zero VAT regime for repair and maintenance of listed properties, the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme should be made permanent, and return to being fully funded without a cap.
•	We propose a new capital funding scheme for listed buildings of all faiths and denominations, establishing a recurring fund of at least £50 million per year, with proportionate funding provided for the devolved administrations. The majority of the cost should be covered by the taxpayer and should be administered in collaboration with relevant organisations in the faith buildings and heritage sector.
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