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About the 1851 Trust








The 1851 Trust is a specialist education charity, which makes science, technology,
engineering and maths (STEM subjects) inspirational and accessible to all, through elite
sport.
The 1851 Trust has a tried and tested digital education platform (www.stemcrew.org) with
a following of 6,000 teachers and parents, including teachers at more than 2,400 UK
secondary schools.
Alongside giving young people more confidence about sport and science, our programmes
help them to develop aspirations, self-belief, critical-thinking and resilience.
In addition to the online digital education programme, we also deliver face to face STEM
teaching and sailing experiences (pre-COVID-19) via our Rebels Sailing Programme.
The 1851 Trust’s focus is on inspiring 11-16 year olds.

Support for pupils and families during school closures- remote learning
Our digital education platform contains resources in science, DT and maths which are wholly linked
to the national curriculum. Resources on the platform are normally aimed at teachers but a week
prior to lockdown we produced a series of 6 projects which were aimed at remote learning for young
people with very little adult support needed.
Anecdotal evidence from our school partnerships suggests that schools varied greatly in the online
education they were able to offer. With very little planning and preparation time, schools were
reliant on external organisations such as the 1851 Trust to provide suitable curriculum-linked
resources. This has been demonstrated with our statistics for the use of our platform, stemcrew.org.
Our online digital education platform showed a 200% increase in usage during the period of school
closures when compared with the same period in 2019.
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In addition, the number of logged in sessions increased by 266% during March, April and May of
2020 up from 2019. This suggests that users were engaging with the resources, rather than bouncing
off the site. Total downloads increased by 465% from the same period in 2019.
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Despite this upturn in usage of the site, anecdotal evidence from partner schools suggested that
engagement with pupils was severely affected by school closure, even where online lessons were
offered.
‘We have had no children attending school’ -Tile Cross, Birmingham, at the start of lockdown
regarding key worker children, who could be attending school.
‘School remains closed because there is no demand from vulnerable children or children of key
workers. I have had zero response from any of the pupils I targeted with the STEM resources – who
were our keen Sea Cadets and members of our three after school STEM clubs. I think we still have
only about 30% of pupils engaging in any way with school.’ – Tile Cross During the lockdown’
Lack of IT tools for the most disadvantaged
Working alongside our principle funder, INEOS, we were able to facilitate a grant to one of our
partner schools, Ark Charter Academy, through the international INEOS Community Fund.

This donation was be used to provide vital IT devices to disadvantaged young learners so that
they can continue their studies from home for the period of the Coronavirus crisis.
The grant was used to provide students in the critical year 10 cohort with IT devices that enable
them to access educational support ahead of their GCSEs, and to ensure students have access to
resources which provide mental health and wellbeing support. In doing so, this grant fills the
critical gap created by the COVID-19 crisis, and ensure vulnerable students remain supported.
Emily Morey, Principal of Ark Charter Academy, said: “We are delighted to receive this grant
from INEOS. This grant will enable the Academy to support its most vulnerable and deprived
students, ensuring our curriculum is inclusive and equitable. From parent surveys, we know that
access to the internet is not the biggest barrier, but that access to an appropriate device is.
Without a device, those students, currently in Year 10, will be further disadvantaged in their
learning towards GCSE examinations. For many, these exams will be a defining moment in their
academic life; impacting on their opportunities and potential for adult life.”
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School closures and disadvantaged groups
The inability to run our Rebels sailing programme due to school closure has been detrimental to the
most disadvantaged groups. Rebels sailing is aimed at the most disadvantaged groups as identified
by the DfE opportunity areas data. Schools in these areas, nationwide, were invited to select pupils
receiving free school meals to attend a seven-week sailing programme in the 2019 Summer term.
The positive impact of the programme in 2019 can be shown in the following extracts from a case
study with Sir John Hunt Community College in Plymouth.
‘After having taken part in Rebels Crew, a lot of our students have been to after school clubs, they’re
getting more homework done, they’re answering better in classes, grades have increased, which is a
huge plus for us, so the programme has really benefitted our students in more ways than one.’
Chelsea Robinson, KS3 Learning Mentor, Sir John Hunt Community College, Plymouth
‘I really enjoyed sailing. It was great to try something new and do something fun with my friends. I
now go to a boxing club after school which I never did before because I was too nervous to try a new
sport.’ Cody, Year 7
Contingency planning









All pupils should be given access to appropriate devices to enable their online learning
DfE should work alongside charities and government at a local level to ensure the best
possible online education for young people. Local knowledge is key.
Allow operational education programmes to continue where possible, in COVID- secure
bubbles.
Consider the detrimental effects of the loss of intervention programmes.
Focus on outdoor education. How can this be enabled during a school closure or partial
lockdown?
Allow flexibility within the curriculum to enable more creative teaching and learning e.g.
via outdoor education, practical learning.
Learning task force/ support network for the most disadvantaged to ensure they don’t fall
of the grid during school closure.
Work closely with charities to expand the resource available. E.g. stemcrew.org was not
approved for the recommended DfE list of resources- no feedback was given as to why this
was the case.
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