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Your Excellency,
The House of Commons Committee on the Future Relationship with the European Union is
inquiring into the progress of ongoing negotiations between the UK and the EU and the
implementation of the Citizens’ Rights provisions of the Withdrawal Agreement.
The rights of EU citizens living in the UK and UK citizens living in the EU was an important and
sensitive issue throughout the Article 50 negotiations with both sides agreeing that it was essential
to uphold as far as possible the rights accrued by citizens in both of these categories during the
UK’s membership of the EU.
The Committee would be very interested in hearing from you about the arrangements your
Government is making to ensure that UK citizens living in your country can secure their rights
under the Withdrawal Agreement.
As well as any general observations you wish to make, we would welcome your answers to the
following questions:
• What is your estimate of the number of UK citizens currently living in your country and on
what basis have you come to that figure?
• Has your Government decided if it is going to implement a constitutive or declaratory
system and has this decision been made public? If not, when will this decision be made and
publicised?
• Has your Government published guidance for UK citizens, and their family members, in
your country explaining what they must do to secure their rights under the Withdrawal
Agreement? If so, could you provide us with a link to the guidance online? If such guidance
for UK citizens has not yet been published, by what date does your Government intend to
do so?
• Whatever system your Government chooses to operate, what is the first step that UK
citizens have to take, and what are the relevant dates by which they will have to complete
this step, and any subsequent steps, in order to secure their rights under the Withdrawal
Agreement?
• Are lawmakers in your country required to pass any domestic legislation in relation to
residency applications made by UK citizens living there? If so, are these laws already in
place or scheduled to be considered and in effect by a certain date?
• Finally, are there any issues or challenges specific to your country that are currently facing
UK citizens who want to confirm their residency rights and what additional impact has
Covid-19 had on the wider process?
I am writing in similar terms to the other national Ambassadors of EU Member States to the UK
based in London. All replies that the Committee receives will, in due course, be published on its
website.

Should you have any questions at all, the Clerk of our Committee, Gordon Clarke, will be very
happy to help. He can be contacted at clarkeg@parliament.uk.
I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration, Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

Hilary Benn
Chair of the Committee

