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From the Chairs 

9 November 2021 
Dear Prime Minister 
 
Online Safety Bill 
 
We wrote to you on 21 July 2021 about the Online Safety Bill. We have yet to receive 
an acknowledgement or response to that letter. You have since told the House that 
the Bill will be presented before the end of this year. We would therefore ask for a 
reply to our letter as a matter of some urgency.  
 
The questions we asked in our letter were:  
 

1. Could you set out the reasons why the Government’s policy so far has been to 
legislate against user-generated fraud but not fraud committed through paid-for 
advertisements? 
 

2. What discussions has the Government had with the FCA about its concerns 
and about the drafting of the Online Safety Bill? What is the Government’s 
response to the FCA’s concerns that it does not have the enforcement powers 
it needs? 

3. Can you explain how the draft legislation is intended to tackle a wide range of 
fraud, including financial fraud on social media and dating apps?  
 

In line with our usual practice our Committees would expect to publish this letter and 
your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Stephen Timms MP 
Chair, Work and Pensions Committee 

 
Rt Hon Mel Stride MP 
Chair, Treasury Committee 
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