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30 November 2021 

Dear Lindsay, 

I am writing to you in your capacity as Chair of the House of Commons Commission. In its report 

published on 29 November making proposals for consultation on the Code of Conduct, the Committee 

on Standards set out its concerns over lack of progress with the long-running project to digitise the 

Register of Members’ Financial Interests, to allow it to be fully searchable. 

The Committee concluded  that improving the accessibility of the Register is essential to achieve more 

effective transparency and accountability in public life. The outdated format and technology of the 

Register was identified as a significant weakness of our standards arrangements by external 

stakeholders, including the Committee on Standards in Public Life. The Standards Committee, through 

the Registrar, has been pressing for this work to be prioritised by the Parliamentary Digital Service for 

several years. Despite being given undertakings at various times that this work would take place, we 

have seen little tangible progress. 

In its report, the Committee stated that it “remains very concerned that this work does not appear to 

be a priority for the Parliamentary Digital Service and there does not seem to be any effective 

mechanism for establishing a firm timetable that can be monitored. We call upon the House of 

Commons Commission to make a firm commitment to this work and to set out a timetable for its 

achievement that can be published in our final report”.1 

I would be very grateful if you might be able to raise this matter on the Commission and secure a firm 

timetable from the Parliamentary Digital Service to achieve these long-promised improvements. 

Yours ever, 

 

1 Committee on Standards, Review of the Code of Conduct: proposals for consultation, Fourth Report of Session 2021-22 

(HC 270), para 142 



 

2 

 

 

 

Chris Bryant MP 

Chair, Committee on Standards 
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