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Dear Lord Caine,
Northern Ireland (Ministers, Elections and Petitions of Concern) Bill

| write on behalf of the Constitution Committee in relation to the Northern Ireland (Ministers,
Elections and Petitions of Concern) Bill.

The Committee does not consider this Bill to be constitutionally significant and therefore will
not be issuing a report. However, the Committee welcomes the Bill and, once it has been
considered by the House, is conscious of the need to bring it into force as soon as possible to
help minimise any future suspension of the Northern Ireland institutions.

The Committee also appreciates that, while welcome, the Bill’s provisions do not guarantee
the effective functioning of the Northern Ireland Executive, nor do they prevent the collapse
of the devolved administration if there is sufficient will to bring that about.

Yours sincerely,
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Baroness Taylor of Bolton
Chair of the Constitution Committee



