






  
    

    
   

 
  

   

   
  

  
  

 
 

 

      
      

 
   

  
     

   

 
   

 
   

   
    

  
  

 

 
 

  
   

  

 
  

 
  

     

Foreign Affairs Committee 
House of Commons · London · SW1A 0AA 
+44 20 7219 6106 · fac@parliament.uk From the Chair 
www.parliament.uk · @CommonsForeign Tom Tugendhat MP 

Rt Hon Elizabeth Truss MP 
Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 

27 September 2021 

I am writing with some questions to follow up on our 1 September evidence session with your 
predecessor, on UK policy towards Afghanistan. 

At-risk groups 
• What is your assessment of the degree of risk faced by the Hazara community in 

Afghanistan, and what is the UK Government doing to assist them? 
• What is your assessment of the degree of risk faced by disabled people in Afghanistan, and 

what is the UK Government doing to assist them? 

Assistance helplines 
• How many complaints has the Government received about phone calls to helplines for 

British and non-British citizens in Afghanistan going unanswered? 

Afghan Citizens’ Resettlement Scheme 
• When will the Afghan Citizens’ Resettlement Scheme (ACRS) open for applications? 
• Will cases that were submitted by MPs and their staff to the FCDO as special cases, or to 

the Home Office as urgent queries, automatically be considered under the ACRS, or will at-
risk Afghan individuals have to reapply when the scheme is launched? 

• Your predecessor said the scheme would take people “based on objective, independent 
international or related criteria for those at a risk of persecution.” Which criteria was he 
referring to? Were these same criteria used when deciding who would be evacuated under 
LOTR? 

Calls with foreign governments
When he appeared before us, your predecessor told the Committee that he had had over 40 
meetings or telephone calls where Afghanistan was on the agenda between mid-March and 30 
August. I would be very grateful if you could provide the following information: 

• Since the beginning of 2021, on what dates was the FCDO contacted by other countries’ 
foreign ministries seeking a telephone call with ministers, in which Afghanistan was one of 
the issues to be discussed? 

• For each contact, did the call take place, and if so on what date? 
• Before the fall of Kabul on 15 August, when did your predecessor last speak to foreign 

ministers from: Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, 
and the US? 

• For each of these calls, was Afghanistan on the agenda? 

I would appreciate your responses to the above questions by 11 October. 
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