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Government Response to the European Union Committee’s Fifth Report of Session 2019-21:
Clock changes: is it time for change?


Introduction


1. This government response addresses recommendations made to Her Majesty’s Government by the House of Lords European Union Committee’s report on Clock changes: is it time for change? 

2. The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy continues to take an interest in the proposal by the European Commission to discontinue clock changes. The Government’s position is that the current system should be maintained as the UK is leaving the European Union and there is a lack of evidence to suggest that the UK should discontinue clock changes. This position was taken after reviewing the Commission’s impact assessment which the Government, along with some EU member states, have concluded is inadequate. The Government has also engaged with devolved authorities to better understand specific national issues.

3. We welcome the Committee’s further review of the existing evidence in this report and their analysis of the implications of discontinuing clock changes that are most pertinent to UK citizens and businesses. The evidence and analysis presented in the Committee’s report is particularly important since there is no indication that the European Union intends to conduct a full impact assessment of discontinuing clock changes. The Government will continue to engage with the Devolved Administrations to continue building up evidence and analysis of the proposal and its implications. 




European Union Committee Recommendations and Government Response

4. Further to their review of the existing evidence as set out in the report, the Committee made the following recommendations to the government:

5. Recommendation: The Government should further review the research landscape on the possible implications for UK citizens and business of discontinuing clock changes.

6. Response: The Government, like the Committee, found that there is little conclusive evidence to suggest the extent of the implications that discontinuing clock changes might have for UK citizens and business. However, the Government notes that particular sectors such as aviation, gas and electricity markets and farming would face disruption and transition costs from discontinuing clock changes. The Government thanks the Committee for suggesting particular research areas where a further review can be carried out, such as studies relating to countries in a similar geographic position as the UK. The Government will continue to review the evidence on the possible implications for UK citizens and business of discontinuing clock changes. 

7. Recommendation: The Government should consider the implications for business of non-alignment on clock changes with EU member states or within the UK.

8. Response: The Government recognises that the implications of non-alignment on clock changes are inconclusive, although it is noted that non-alignment would add complexity and cause greater disruption for UK business than discontinuing clock changes would alone. The Committee recommends reviewing evidence from the pre-1996 period, when the timing of the autumn clock change was not fully harmonised. However, it is unclear if evidence from this time period would be indicative of what the effects of non-alignment in the present day might be. The Government will further consider the implications of non-alignment for businesses. However, due the inconclusive evidence and the possibility of divergence on the Island of Ireland, both the UK and Irish Governments are completely opposed to any difference in daylight saving or time zone between Northern Ireland and Ireland. 

9. Recommendation: The Government should continue to work with devolved authorities to better map and understand regional issues.

10. Response: The Government acknowledges that discontinuing clock changes is as much an issue for each of the nations in the UK as it is for the UK as a whole. We have already been working closely with the devolved administrations and will continue to do so to better understand specific issues in each nation. We recognise that different nations and regions within the UK may be affected differently so we are working together to establish a full evidence base. The Government will  work closely with the Governments in Scotland and Wales to build a shared understanding of the economic and social implications of discontinuing clock changes. 

11. Recommendation: The Government should initiate consideration of how a future consultation exercise might be designed.

12. Recommendation: The Government should carry out a future impact assessment and/or consultation.

13. Response: The Government continues to believe that the Commission has not produced a strong enough evidence base and more widely there is a lack of evidence to suggest that we should implement a policy of abolishing clock changes. We have consistently stated that we therefore have no intention of changing the current system. On this basis, the Government is not considering and will not be conducting an impact assessment or consultation.
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