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Thank	you	for	your	letter	of	18	March	informing	me	of	the	appointment	of	the	first	Member	
of	the	Independent	Monitoring	Authority	for	the	Citizen’s	Rights	Agreements	(IMA).		
	
I	welcome	the	temporary	appointment	of	Dr	Katheryn	Chamberlain	and	recognise	the	need	
for	an	interim	Chief	Executive	of	the	IMA	to	ensure	that	it	is	fully	operational	by	the	end	of	
2020.		
	
I	would	like	to	ask	that	the	preferred	candidate	for	appointment	as	Chair	of	the	IMA	appear	
before	the	Justice	Committee	in	a	pre-appointment	hearing.	The	IMA	will	play	an	important	
role	in	monitoring	the	Government’s	commitments	to	citizens’	rights	under	agreements	
made	with	the	EU	and	the	EEA/EFTA	states.	As	an	Arm’s	Length	Body	of	the	Ministry	of	
Justice,	it	must	act,	and	be	seen	to	act,	independently	of	Ministers	and	the	Government.	
Therefore,	while	it	is	not	currently	among	the	positions	subject	to	pre-appointment	scrutiny	
by	the	Committee,	it	would	seem	appropriate	that	the	suitability	of	the	prospective	Chair	of	
the	IMA	be	scrutinised	by	Parliament	before	their	appointment	is	confirmed.		
	
I	look	forward	to	receiving	your	response	on	this	matter.		
	
	

Yours	sincerely,	
	
	
	
	

Sir	Robert	Neill	MP	
Chair	
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