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Thank you for appearing before the Committee on 23rd June to discuss the Dissolution 
and Calling of Parliament Bill and for your follow up letter of 1st July. Following the 
session, the Committee is writing to express its concern with a number of aspects of 
the Bill and to offer suggestions for routes forward. We believe that these suggestions 
would better achieve the purposes that the Government has outlined and create the 
best long-term arrangements for the dissolution and calling of Parliaments. The 
Committee will outline three areas where concerns persist: 

• the lack of clarity of the source of the power to dissolve Parliament;

• the ouster clause; and

• the uncertainty around what conventions, principles and practices will
govern the operation of the system set out in the Bill.

The source of the power to dissolve Parliament 

You have made the intention of the Government in this Bill clear, stating that the Bill's 
aim it is to "revive the previous arrangements" and in doing so returning to a "tried­
and-tested system (where the Prime Minister is able to request a dissolution from the 
Sovereign at the time of the Prime Minister's choosing)."1 This clear intention was 
recognised by the Joint Committee and we thank you for setting out these intentions 
with clarity in your appearance before the Committee. It is clear that the Government 
would like to bring back the prerogative arrangements and indeed that the fixed term 
Parliament act had never been passed. Nevertheless, the Fixed-term Parliaments Act 
2011 (FTPA) was passed and the consequences of this cannot simply be wished away. 

1 Q6; Explanatory Notes to the Dissolution and Calling of Parliament Bill, p 1 
















