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Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP 
Secretary of State 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs 
King Charles Street, London 

22 June 2021 

Dear Foreign Secretary, 

I am writing to you to request further and urgent action on the situation in Belarus. On 15 June the 
Committee took evidence from Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya as well as two lawyers, a senior MEP 
and a former UK diplomat. They described a situation of rapidly deteriorating human rights, in 
which all national remedies have been exhausted. They also highlighted the danger to Belarusian 
sovereignty posed by Alexander Lukashenka’s increasing reliance on Russia. They expressed the 
need for continued international pressure on the Lukashenka regime to hold fresh elections and to 
bring perpetrators of human rights abuses to justice. Inaction would allow Lukashenka to continue 
to act with impunity against the Belarusian people and will allow him to have an unchallenged 
destabilising influence in the region. 

This is an opportunity for the UK, as a problem solving and burden sharing nation, to support an 
open and resilient international order. We are able to mobilise multilateral mechanisms to protect 
the human rights of the Belarusian people and demonstrate leadership in this crisis that threatens 
the stability of Eastern Europe. We are persuaded that there remain some potentially effective 
remedies still available to the international community. 

We therefore urge you to: 

1. Seek support from other states, including Canada and the Netherlands, in taking a
leadership role in orchestrating a response to the situation. Specifically, the UK could
invoke Belarus’ responsibility for human rights violations (namely mistreatment of
detainees) under international law, specifically holding Belarus responsible for torture under
the UN Convention against Torture. Should a diplomatic note reminding Belarus of its
obligations fail to resolve the dispute, the UK should propose to submit a case for
arbitration at the International Court of Justice.

2. Initiate a dialogue with the EU and other allies and partners with a view to extending the
sanctions regime. This could include widening the pool of individuals and organisations
sanctioned, potentially including state owned enterprises. These could be further bolstered
by the sanctioning of Belarusian sovereign debt on the London Stock Exchange, preventing
clearing houses from making this debt available on the secondary market.

3. Take forward any action with regards to the Ryanair flight as warranted by findings in the
ICAO preliminary report such as adopting countermeasures against Belarus and insisting
on the allowance of those detained to continue with their journey.

These actions, taken together, would send a strong signal to Alexander Lukashenka that the UK 
and the international community will not allow him to act with impunity. 

It would be helpful to have your response by 1 July and I intend to place your answer in the public 
domain. 

Best wishes, 

TOM TUGENDHAT 
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