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 30 June 2021 

 

Dear William, 

 

Commissioner for Public Appointments 

 

Thank you for your letter of 15 June. I am grateful to the Committee for their continued 

engagement on this important appointment and for proposing a pre-appointment hearing date 

with the Commissioner’s successor on 8 July. I have considered carefully whether it is possible 

to meet the Committee’s request. 

 

The Prime Minister’s preferred candidate is currently carrying out an independent review due 

to conclude at the end of September. We would therefore like to schedule the final steps of 

this appointment closer to that point. Taking into account Parliamentary recess over the 

summer, I would like to propose a hearing date of 14 September, subject to the Committee’s 

planned agenda for that date. I appreciate that the Committee will then be working hard to 

publish its report before conference recess, and I would like to assure you that the Government 

will of course give full and proper consideration to the report. 

 

I will write again to the Committee in mid-July providing the candidate’s name and officials will, 

in parallel, provide the Committee clerks with further information, including the candidate’s CV. 

This will allow time to prepare the briefing that the Committee needs before the hearing. 

 

 

First Civil Service Commissioner 

 

We are finalising the details to launch the competition for the First Civil Service Commissioner, 

and I will write to the Committee shortly providing further information, in line with the agreed 

process. In order to ensure that pre-appointment scrutiny runs as smoothly as possible, we 

will seek to agree at an early stage a suitable autumn date to work towards for the Committee’s 

scrutiny of the candidate. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
With every good wish,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster  

and Minister for the Cabinet Office 

 

 

 






