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Dear William, 

 

Thank you for your letter of 24 June relating to the NHS COVID Pass. 

 

I would like to reassure the Committee that it remains the case that no final decisions have been 

made on the domestic use of COVID-status certification, and I therefore disagree with your 

assessment that the Government is in contempt of Parliament. We remain committed to setting 

out the conclusions of the Certification Review ahead of Step 4 of the Roadmap. As announced 

by the Prime Minister on 14 June, the decision was taken to pause Step 4 for up to four weeks. 

 

You are correct that the NHS app was recently updated to increase its functionality. This has been 

done so that the app can be used for the third phase of the Events Research Programme, led by 

the Department for Culture, Media, and Sport. The Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 

announced and confirmed this third phase of pilots in an oral statement to the House last week 

(Hansard, Volume 697, Column 76, 14 June 2021). As announced previously, these pilots allow 

individuals to demonstrate certification based on vaccination, testing, or natural immunity. These 

pilots will give us vital evidence about using COVID-status certification in real-world environments, 

including evidence on public health impact. This will help to inform the ongoing review. The 

relevant GOV.UK page1 is clear on these points, stating that:  

 

From 21 June, the NHS COVID Pass will also allow individuals to demonstrate their 

COVID-19 status at a series of event trials in England. You will not be asked to use the 

NHS COVID Pass in a domestic use setting unless you have been invited to take part in 

the Events Research Programme trials. 

 

                                                      
1 Demonstrating your COVID-19 vaccination status (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstrating-your-covid-19-status) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstrating-your-covid-19-status


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you again for writing on this matter, and I look forward to continuing to update the 

Committee on progress of the Review. 

 

With every good wish,  

 

 

 

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster  

and Minister for the Cabinet Office 






