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Email from Mr Greensill (16 June) to the Chair, in response to the Chair’s letter of 16 June (p. 2) 

Dear Mr Jones, 

Thank you for your further letter to me.  I note that you have commented on my lack of courtesy in 

failing to respond in kind to your previous letter.  Please be assured that no discourtesy was 

intended.  Your letter of 7 June was emailed to me by your Committee Clerk in the course of ongoing 

email correspondence between us.  I responded on 8 June by email.  I did not fail to respond and I 

do not believe there has been any lack of courtesy on my part. 

 

I note your letter also asserts that a failure to appear before Parliament is disrespectful to both 

Parliament and the British people.  However, I have, of course, already appeared before 

Parliament.  I appeared before the Treasury Select Committee on 11 May and was questioned by 

your colleagues for over three hours.  In addition, I have also co-operated with and given evidence to 

the Boardman Review.  Please be assured that by declining your request to appear again before a 

parliamentary committee I mean no disrespect.  However, as you note in your letter, there is 

currently a live ongoing Serious Fraud Office investigation into the GFG Alliance.  On 14 May the SFO 

announced that they were investigating "suspected fraud, fraudulent trading and money laundering 

in relation to the financing and conduct of the business of companies within the Gupta Family Group 

Alliance (GFG), including its financing arrangements with Greensill Capital UK Ltd". The published 

terms of reference of your inquiry appear to directly overlap with the SFO's description of its 

investigation.  

Although you say that you are confident that my evidence could be appropriately structured to avoid 

prejudicing any ongoing investigations, there is a lack of procedural safeguards inherent in the 

format of giving live evidence before a select committee which I have experienced first-hand. I 

would be happy to consider any written questions that the Committee may have for me and will 

endeavour to respond in writing to the extent that it is appropriate for me to do so.   

Warmest regards, 

Lex Greensill 
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Chair’s letter to Mr Greensill, of 16 June  

 

  

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/6315/documents/69455/default/


3 
 

Email response from Mr Greensill (8 June), to the Chair’s private letter of 7 June 

Dear [Committee Second Clerk], 

I note the letter from Mr Jones dated 7 June 2021 and thank him for same. 

Having taken further advice on the matter, I am not able to provide evidence to the Business, Energy 

and Industrial Strategy Committee at its hearing on Liberty Steel and the Future of the UK Steel 

Industry. 

Warmest regards, 

Lex 

 


