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Summary
Government has set ambitious targets to phase out new petrol and diesel cars by 2030 
and for all new cars to be zero-emission at the tailpipe, the rear section of the exhaust 
pipe, from 2035. Progress has been made by increasing the number of ultra-low emission 
cars on the road, with the Department for Transport estimating that just under 11% of 
new car registrations were ultra-low emission in 2020. However, getting from this level 
to 100% as new petrol and diesel cars are phased out is a huge challenge, and there will 
still be existing petrol and diesel cars on the road for many years after 2030. There are 
several barriers that need to be addressed including the ease of charging electric cars. 
The number of charging points is increasing rapidly, but many more will be required 
within a very short period of time to support the envisaged growth in electric cars in 
the UK.

The Departments for Transport and for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy will 
need to do much more to consider the practical application of this large societal change 
and must put consumers at the heart of their considerations. Achieving this ambition 
will require convincing consumers of the affordability and practicality of zero-emission 
cars, with up-front prices still too high for many in comparison to petrol or diesel 
equivalents, and addressing the current very uneven take-up across the UK. We are 
not convinced that the Departments are doing enough to ensure all communities have 
access to the appropriate charging infrastructure, for example in rural areas or urban 
areas without access to off-road charging.

The Departments will need to be on top of the other consequences arising from this 
transition, including the impact on the skills and capabilities required to support the 
changeover in the UK vehicle fleet; the environmental and social implications of the 
switch-over both in the UK and across global supply chains; the impact on our future 
power needs; and the impact on the government tax-take due to the loss of fuel duties. 
To date the Departments have lacked a clear published plan setting out how they 
propose to manage these consequential impacts, who they will need to work with, and 
the timetables for any action. The onus is on the Departments to show they are on top of 
all the repercussions and focussed on supporting consumers to shift to electric as they 
work towards the government’s ambitious goal.
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Introduction
Transport is the UK’s largest source of carbon emissions, with road transport being a 
substantial contributor. The government is trying to increase the number of ultra-low 
emission and zero-emission cars on the road as a way of reducing carbon emissions. 
Up to March 2020, it had spent £1.1 billion on a range of consumer grant schemes and 
an awareness campaign to encourage people to make the switch. This aim is not new; 
previous governments have been promoting ultra-low emission cars since 2011, with the 
Departments for Transport and for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy creating a team 
called the Office for Zero Emission Vehicles to support the transition. In November 2020, 
government announced its ambition to stop the sale of new cars that are powered solely by 
petrol or diesel by 2030. From 2035, only new zero-emission cars can be sold.
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Conclusions and recommendations
1.	 The Departments for Transport and for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy 

have not yet published a clear plan for delivering the Government’s ambition for 
the expansion of zero-emission cars. Government has announced that by 2030, 
the sale of new petrol and diesel cars will be phased out, and from 2035, all new cars 
will be zero-emission at the tailpipe. Progress has been made in increasing uptake, 
with the Department for Transport estimating that just under 11% of new car 
registrations in 2020 were ultra-low emission, up from 3% in 2019. The Department 
sees 2020 as having been a breakthrough year, however, there is only a short amount 
of time for government to meet its full ambitions for zero-emission cars. The Ten 
Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution commits to publishing a delivery plan 
in 2021, but this has not yet been released.

Recommendation: Departments for Transport and for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy should set out their plans for managing the complex transition 
to electric cars and ensure that progress can be monitored against it. They should 
then regularly report on progress being made towards the 2030 target to phase out 
new petrol and diesel cars and the associated impact on reducing carbon emissions. 
As well as tracking the take-up of these vehicles, the Departments should regularly 
report progress against a range of metrics covering, for example:

•	 the relative affordability of zero-emission vehicles compared to their petrol or 
diesel equivalents (comparing upfront costs and then running costs);

•	 the sales of ultra-low emission vehicles in the second-hand car market as a 
proportion of overall second-hand sales;

•	 the accessibility of charging infrastructure in each region/local authority area; 
and,

•	 the overall impact on carbon emissions from the UK car fleet.

2.	 There are a wide range of consumer-facing issues that still need to be addressed 
to increase the uptake of zero-emission cars. Consumers are not all yet convinced 
that zero-emission cars are a suitable alternative to petrol and diesel models, with 
concerns over the affordability of these vehicles, the distance they can travel on a 
single charge and the availability and accessibility of charge-points when and where 
required. The Department for Transport claims that the price gap between ultra-
low emission and petrol and diesel cars is rapidly closing and highlights that the 
running cost of an electric car is lower than that of a petrol or diesel equivalent. 
However, we are not persuaded that the upfront costs are low enough for many, 
particularly if, as the Department states, only 13 electric car models cost less than 
£30,000. There are also other price differentials that need to be addressed, such 
as the big difference in the cost of charging on the public network compared to 
charging on a driveway at home and the costs of replacing electric car batteries. The 
Departments have deliberately sought to make interventions on a UK-wide basis, 
but take-up has been greatest where there are high levels of traffic, charge-points 
and affluence. There is a risk that some regions get left behind during this transition, 
including those in rural areas.
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Recommendation: The Departments for Transport and for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy need to have a sufficient understanding of how changes to the 
vehicle market are impacting, and going to impact, different types of consumers 
in different parts of the country. Their plan for expanding the number of zero-
emission cars on our roads needs to clearly set out how they propose to tackle 
emerging consumer issues.

3.	 We are not convinced that government has sufficiently thought through how the 
charging infrastructure will expand at the pace required to meet the ambitious 
timetable to phase out petrol and diesel vehicles. The Department for Transport 
makes a series of assumptions about the types of journeys people make and how they 
charge their electric car: 99% of all journeys are under 100 miles, the vast majority 
of electric car charging takes place at home during the night, and people will use 
public charging infrastructure for the long journeys they take. It has not however 
made an estimate for how many charge-points the country will need to keep up 
with the increase in electric cars. The Department regards government’s role for 
developing the charging infrastructure as stimulating rapid private investment and 
unblocking market failures. Whilst it has committed to targeting six rapid charge-
points at every motorway service station by 2023, and up to 10 to 12 at larger sites, 
it has not focused much attention on charging for people that do not have off-street 
parking.

Recommendation: The Department for Transport should set out as part of its plan 
for increasing the use of electric cars, how it intends to address the remaining 
barriers to expanding the charging network, for example, the availability of 
chargers where drivers do not have off-street parking.

4.	 The Departments have not yet demonstrated how they are going to encourage 
industry to maintain proper environmental and social standards throughout 
their supply and recycling chains as the zero-emission car market grows. There 
are a range of environmental impacts and costs affecting the growth of zero-
emission cars, including the materials used to make a car and the stability of the 
associated supply chains, the carbon impact from where a car is manufactured, the 
emissions and the eventual recycling challenge. The Department for Transport says 
it has analysed the results of studies examining the lifecycle emissions of electric 
cars and found that they are about 30% to 40% lower than cars using an internal 
combustion engine. The Department tells us that manufacturers are focusing on the 
environmental and social consequences of making electric cars. The Department 
reports that manufacturers are looking for ways to develop batteries without rare 
materials and that it is in their business interests not to source products from areas 
with unreliable or unethical supply chains. As the number of electric cars being 
produced increases, pressures on the supply of rare materials may increase, and we 
are concerned that environmental standards could slip.

Recommendation: The Departments for Transport and for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy should set out their approach to encouraging car manufacturers 
to maintain proper environmental and social standards throughout their supply 
and recycling chains as zero-emission cars volumes grow. This includes as 
examples:
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•	 publishing information on lifecycle emissions;

•	 details of relevant reporting standards for manufacturers on environmental 
and social stewardship; and,

•	 future plans to develop the reporting standards.

5.	 There are other issues to be addressed in the transition to zero-emission cars, 
such as the need to train and retrain the workforce required to service the new 
car fleet, the impact on the demand for power, and the tax implications from 
phasing out new petrol and diesel cars. There are numerous uncertainties that the 
responsible Departments must overcome as petrol and diesel cars are phased out. 
The skilled workforce for maintaining zero-emission cars will need to grow as many 
people move away from petrol and diesel engines. The Department for Business, 
Energy & Industrial Strategy estimates that electricity demand will double by 2050 
as a result of many different elements, of which one contributor is electric vehicles. 
Investments will also be needed in the transmission and distribution networks to 
ensure they are upgraded to cope with demand from electric vehicles and other 
demand sources. The Department estimates this will translate to a 2% increase 
in energy bills by 2030. There are significant issues that government will need to 
consider as part of the transition, for example the lost taxes from petrol and diesel 
sales, the impact on insurance regulations about charging vehicles indoors, and how 
other types of vehicles will be decarbonised.

Recommendation: The Departments for Transport and for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy need to work with other departments to consider the practical 
implications of the transition to zero-emission cars. They should set out in their 
plan how they are going to manage the wider societal impacts of phasing out new 
diesel and petrol cars, for example, retraining the UK workforce, the impact on 
power generation and transmission, and implications for the UK tax take.
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1	 Plans for zero-emission cars and 
progress

1.	 On the basis of a Report by the Comptroller and Auditor General, we took evidence 
from the Department for Transport and from the Department for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy on low-emission cars.1

2.	 Transport is the largest source of carbon emissions in the UK with a large proportion 
of these emissions coming from cars. Building on previous strategies, in 2018, the 
Department for Transport published The Road to Zero, which set out government’s 
ambitions for cleaner road transport. The strategy aimed to reduce carbon emissions 
from cars by promoting the use of ultra-low and zero-emission cars and creating the 
infrastructure that supports this. These vehicles are partly or fully powered by battery 
(electric cars) or hydrogen.2

3.	 The Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy and the Department for 
Transport created a team called the Office for Zero Emission Vehicles (OZEV) in 2009, 
which works across government to support this transition. Between April 2010 and March 
2020, OZEV spent a total of £1.1 billion on funding grants for ultra-low emission cars and 
related charging schemes. By the end of September 2020, there were over 348,500 ultra-
low emission cars licensed in the UK.3

Targets for zero-emission cars

4.	 By 2050, government would like almost all cars to emit zero carbon. Government 
has set ambitious targets to increase the number of zero-emission cars on the road; new 
petrol and diesel cars will be phased out by 2030 and from 2035 all new cars will be zero-
emission. The Department for Transport told us these ambitious targets are based on 
advice from the Climate Change Committee and from consultation with stakeholders, 
including manufacturers. It highlighted that to reach net zero for the whole economy, road 
transport needs to decarbonise rapidly, as this segment represents 90% of all transport 
emissions.4 In its view, the targets represented a “proper balance” between ambition for 
net zero and achievability and deliverability.5

5.	 We asked the Departments what they thought was going to change between now and 
2030 to deliver the step change required to meet Government’s targets for zero-emission 
cars.6 The Department for Transport explained that in 2020, new ultra-low emission cars 
were just under 11% of the new car market, up from 3% in 2019. As such, it saw 2020 as 
a “breakthrough” year with an acceleration of uptake starting to happen. It believed the 
conditions needed to support take-up were increasingly available.7 It pointed to a strong 
infrastructure network and UK manufacturers committing to electric cars as evidence that 

1	 C&AG’s Report, Reducing carbon emissions from cars, Session 2019–2021, HC 1204, 26 February 2021
2	 C&AG’s Report, paras 1, 3
3	 C&AG’s Report, paras 2, 1.4, 1.14, 2.4
4	 Q 6
5	 Qq 6–7
6	 Qq 7–8
7	 Qq 1–9
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the UK is well positioned to capitalise on the growth of the market. The Department for 
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy also explained that the target is a spur to change in 
itself and that by setting it, government is establishing clear expectations for the market.8

6.	 As part of the Ten Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution, Government has 
committed to publishing a delivery plan in 2021 for achieving the phase out of new petrol 
and diesel cars from 2030, but this has not yet been published.9 In our previous report 
on achieving net zero, we stressed the importance of publishing key strategies with clear 
timelines, milestones and decision points.10

Progress in addressing consumer barriers

7.	 We were interested in hearing the Departments view on what barriers needed to be 
overcome to achieve the targets for zero-emission cars. The Department for Transport told 
us it had undertaken a lot of research into this area, and the two most substantial factors 
had been price and range anxiety—the range cars can travel without recharging. Other 
barriers also exist, such as the appeal and acceptance of electric cars for consumers.11 The 
Department said it has used the Go Ultra Low publicity campaign to understand and 
assess what factors are influencing people’s choices towards ultra-low emission cars.12

8.	 The Department told us it has used the plug-in car grant, which reduces the purchase 
cost of qualifying new cars, to address the price barrier.13 The grant has been incrementally 
scaled back since 2018, and at the time of our evidence session contributed up to £3,000 
off the purchase price of an eligible car worth under £50,000. One week after our session 
this was reduced, so it now contributes up to £2,500 towards eligible cars priced under 
£35,000.14 We put our concerns that the cost of ultra-low emission cars are still too high 
for many to the Department. The Department acknowledged that there is still a price 
difference between electric and petrol and diesel cars, but informed us that 13 electric 
vehicles now cost below £30,000 with a couple costing closer to £20,000. The Department 
argued that the price gap is closing “rapidly” and it is now starting to see critical mass 
which should enable costs to fall.15

9.	 Upfront costs are not the only element making electric cars costly.16 We were 
concerned about the cost of replacing batteries, especially for second-hand cars, and 
asked the Departments to explain how this is going to be managed. The largest part of the 
cost of an electric vehicle is the battery, but the Department for Transport believes that 
costs are falling as the technology develops and manufacturing scale increases. It believes 
that early concerns of battery degradation have not materialised. The Department for 
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy pointed out that the cost of running an electric car 

8	 Q 17
9	 C&AG’s Report, para 3.8; HM Government, The Ten Point Plan for a Green Industrial Revolution, November 2020
10	 Committee of Public Accounts, Achieving Net Zero, Forty-Sixth Report of Session 2019–21, HC 935, 5 March 2021
11	 Qq 10–11; C&AG’s Report, para 2.17
12	 Q 26
13	 Qq 11, 17; C&AG Report, para 1.11
14	 C&AG’s Report, para 2.11; GOV.UK Plug-in car, van and truck grant to be targeted at more affordable models to 

allow more people to make the switch, 18 March 2021
15	 Q 10; C&AG’s Report, para 2.5
16	 Q 10
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would be “significantly cheaper” than a petrol vehicle, with the Department for Transport 
estimating it costs, on average, around 1p per mile to run a zero-emission vehicle in 
comparison to 10p per mile for a petrol or diesel car.17

10.	 We asked what the Departments were planning to do about the higher cost of 
charging on the public network compared to home charging.18 A National Audit Office 
analysis of public data suggests that charging at home can cost between 59% and 78% less 
than charging on the public network.19 The Department for Transport told us it expects 
there to be more competition in the market and innovation which may benefit consumers 
in terms of the price paid for electricity. It also suggested that electric cars might, for 
example, act as energy stores when plugged in at home to feed back to the grid at peak 
time and recharge at times were there is lower demand and cost. It thinks rapid charging 
in public, however, will always be more expensive than charging overnight at home.20

11.	 The Department for Transport acknowledged range anxiety as a barrier to take-up 
and is providing investment for infrastructure, specifically focusing on public and rapid 
charging. However, it told us that because 99% of all journeys are under 100 miles, electric 
cars are suitable for many journeys. It accepted that there had been scepticism about the 
technology for a number of years, including around range, but cited improvements to 
charging times and suggested that charging on longer journeys will cease to be an issue.21 
The government has announced £1.3 billion in the Spending Review to help improve the 
availability of chargers.22

12.	 There is regional variation in the uptake of ultra-low emission cars in the UK, for 
example high levels of take-up in southern England, and we have been concerned about 
whether some locations, including rural areas, are missing out on the transition.23 The 
Department for Transport told us it has not targeted specific locations, instead taking a 
location-neutral approach to investment, and early take-up has been greatest in places 
with a higher density of traffic, where there are more charge-points and also affluence. 
Whilst there have been some targeted investments, such as through pilot schemes in places 
like Bristol and Milton Keynes, the Department told us it wants to make interventions on 
a UK-wide basis.24 It acknowledged though the need to work with local authorities to 
understand obstacles in specific areas and provide support so they can provide charging 
infrastructure.25

Charging infrastructure

13.	 The scale and reach of the charging infrastructure has grown over the past decade.26 
The Department for Transport informed us that there are now 20,800 public charge-points 
in the UK, with 783 new charge-points created in the 30 days before our evidence session 
in March 2021, 124 of which were rapid.27 The Department told us that its interventions 
17	 Q 29
18	 Q 46
19	 C&AG’s Report, para 2.26
20	 Qq 46, 53
21	 Q 11
22	 Q 12
23	 Q14; C&AG’s Report, para 2.4, Figure 8
24	 Qq 14, 41
25	 Q 15
26	 Q 31; C&AG’s Report, para 12
27	 Qq 12, 31
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have been pitched to stimulate more rapid private investment, and achieve a good return 
and value for public investment. It saw Government’s role in developing the charging 
infrastructure as spotting market failures and unblocking problems.28

14.	 We challenged the Department for Transport on how it would ensure the charging 
infrastructure expanded in step with its plans for a very rapid expansion in the number of 
electric cars ahead of 2030. The Department told us it has not set targets for the number and 
type of charging infrastructure required to support the zero-emission vehicle transition 
because it expects private investment to drive this.29 The Department did not think it 
was for them to set the number of charge-points needed and highlighted the number of 
variables involved as evidence of the complexity of determining what might be needed.30

15.	 We asked the Departments about their strategy to avoid “notspots” - areas where 
the market does not deliver because uptake is insufficient, especially for rural areas. The 
Department for Transport told us that the majority of electric car owners will charge at 
home overnight and start journeys with 100% charge.31 Data from the English Housing 
Survey indicates that 33% of households in England do not have access to off-street parking, 
and this increases to 68% for people living in social housing.32 The Department expects 
charging to be also available at key destinations, such as car parks or supermarkets, in 
conjunction with the private sector.33

16.	 For longer journeys, drivers can access public infrastructure on the strategic road 
network. The government has funded infrastructure so that on the strategic road network, 
drivers are never further than 20 miles from a rapid charge-point and will spend £950 
million through Project Rapid for rapid charge-points at motorway service areas in 
England.34 The Department for Transport told us it is aiming for at least six rapid charge-
points at motorway service areas in England by 2023, with up to 12 on larger sites. By 
2035, it expects there to be 6,000.35

17.	 The Department for Transport informed us there will now be a “shift” in focus from 
funding for home charging to on-street and other publicly available local charging. The 
government has doubled investment for the current year for the on-street residential 
charge scheme and will be doubling it to £20 million for next year too. It has committed 
£90 million to support larger local charging.36 The National Audit Office has however 
reported that the take-up of funding for local authorities to support on-street residential 
charge points has previously been poor with almost a third of the allocated funding of £8.5 
million not used.37 The Department acknowledged that these programmes tended to be 
underspent and pointed to capacity and appetite at local authority level, and commercial 
interests focusing on rapid and destination charging as reasons for the slow take-up.38 We 
have heard from representative bodies that some local authorities have a lack of in-house 

28	 Q 13
29	 Q 31
30	 Q 32
31	 Q 35
32	 C&AG’s Report, para 2.21
33	 Q 35
34	 Qq 12, 35
35	 Q 12; C&AG’s Report, para 2.24
36	 Qq 38, 40
37	 C&AG’s Report, para 2.19
38	 Q 39
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expertise impacting on their ability to bid for funding.39 The Department told us that 
while it is not undertaking direct capacity funding, it is working with local authorities 
through the Energy Saving Trust to help them understand how to access funding and 
accelerate charging.40

39	 British Parking Association submission page 2
40	 Qq 38, 41
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2	 Wider impacts of the transition

Environmental and social impacts

18.	 We questioned the Departments about the overall environmental and social impacts 
of the production and use of electric cars and whether they had undertaken analysis of the 
full lifecycle impacts of these vehicles, including production and disposal. The Department 
for Transport informed us that it has looked at the lifecycle emissions associated with 
electric vehicles, including reviewing global studies, and found that they are cleaner 
than internal combustion engines, although they cannot mitigate all emissions.41 The 
Department estimates that electric vehicles are between 30% and 40% lower in carbon 
emissions in their lifetime than internal combustion engine cars. It stated that electric cars 
also produce fewer particulates in the air than internal combustion engines, as these are 
non-existent from the tailpipe and fewer come from braking as the engines are regenerating 
the battery during this time.42 The Departments for Transport and for Business, Energy 
& Industrial Strategy wrote to us and quoted that a study for the European Commission 
from September 2020, found a typical new battery electric vehicle, operated in the UK, is 
considered to have about 35% of the lifetime greenhouse gas emissions of an equivalent 
petrol vehicle, and 41% of an equivalent diesel vehicle.43

19.	 The proportion of emissions is greater in the manufacturing phase than during the on-
the-road phase for electric cars, which means the geographical location of manufacturing 
is an important factor.44 The Department for Transport believed that car manufacturers 
are “very cognisant” of the location of car assembly as this can affect the overall carbon 
impact, with some manufacturers using renewable energy to mitigate this, for example 
Tesla with solar panels in Nevada, or BMW sourcing 100% renewables for its i3 plant.45 
The Department pointed to the fact that producing a car in a country with a decarbonised 
energy grid would be better than a coal-generated grid.46

20.	 With regard to the materials and supply chains used in producing zero-emission cars, 
the Department for Transport acknowledged the issues and told us that manufacturers 
are focused on developments in this area. For example, Tesla and Renault are looking 
at developing batteries and electric motors which do not use rare earth materials. The 
Department expects the market for lithium to expand and pointed to the large quantities 
in Cornwall. It told us that it is not within manufacturers business interests to be sourcing 
products from volatile areas with supply chains that are unreliable or to be encouraging 
poor working practices, and that both manufacturers and the Department are focused on 
issues in this area.47

41	 Qq 50–51
42	 Qq 50, 52
43	 Letter from the Department for Transport and Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy to the 

Committee dated 30 March 2021
44	 Q 50
45	 Qq 50, 55
46	 Q 50
47	 Q 50
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Other impacts of the transition

21.	 There are a range of other issues that will need to be considered as part of the 
transition to zero-emission cars. We are concerned about the impact of lost taxes from 
fuel duty and the potential standstill in technological change for the internal combustion 
engine.48 The Department for Transport explained that technological changes for the 
internal combustion engine are not expected to stop as it is using regulatory instruments 
to continue to drive down carbon emissions in these engines, including for other vehicles 
like buses. The Department expects to publish a Green Paper on the post-EU regime for 
carbon emissions later in 2021.49

22.	 We questioned the Departments about issues we had heard about businesses not able 
to charge vehicles indoors overnight due to their insurance policies. The Departments 
did not seem aware of this issue and when the Departments wrote to us, they stated the 
government does not intend to intervene in commercial decisions by insurers as this could 
damage competition in the market.50 We also asked how other types of vehicles, such as 
motorhomes, are being considered in terms of the transition. The Departments wrote 
to us after the evidence session and reported that the 2020 budget had reduced Vehicle 
Excise Duty (VED) liabilities for new motorhomes depending on the dates when they 
were first registered.51

23.	 Another issue to be considered by the Departments is that, as more zero-emission 
cars enter the market, there will need to be people with the right skills in place to maintain 
them. The Department for Transport told us that this transition has already started and 
ensuring training is in place is a focus area of the Automotive Council.52

24.	 The Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, having assessed a number 
of different scenarios for meeting net zero by 2050, has estimated that electric cars will 
increase electricity demand by around 20% by 2050 and we wanted to understand the 
network’s ability to cope.53 The Department explained that the increase in demand for 
electric vehicles is set within the context of an overall doubling of demand for electricity 
by 2050. The Department is approaching this from the perspective of generation and 
transmission and distribution networks; it told us mechanisms like the capacity market 
and contracts for difference are in place to obtain the right energy sources at the right time, 
and that transmission and distribution network operators are responsible for upgrading 
the network which they do within controls set by Ofgem.54 Not all changes to the system 
will push costs up, but currently, the Department estimates net changes to the energy 
system will add 2% to consumer bills in 2030.55

48	 Qq 30, 55
49	 Q 55
50	 Qq 53–54; Letter from the Department for Transport and Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy 

to the Committee dated 30 March 2021
51	 Qq 19–21; Letter from the Department for Transport and Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy 

to the Committee dated 30 March 2021
52	 Q 30
53	 Q 47; C&AG’s Report, para 2.28
54	 Q 47
55	 Q 48
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Formal minutes
Thursday 13 May 2021

Virtual meeting

Members present:

Meg Hillier, in the Chair

Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown
Dan Carter
Peter Grant

Mr Richard Holden
Sarah Olney
James Wild

Draft Report (Low emission cars), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read.

Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph.

Paragraphs 1 to 24 read and agreed to.

Summary agreed to.

Introduction agreed to.

Conclusions and recommendations agreed to.

Resolved, That the Report be the First of the Committee to the House.

Ordered, That the Chair make the Report to the House.

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the 
provisions of Standing Order No. 134.

[Adjourned till Thursday 13 May at 4:30pm
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Witnesses
The following witnesses gave evidence. Transcripts can be viewed on the inquiry publications 
page of the Committee’s website.

Thursday 11 March 2021

Sarah Munby, Permanent Secretary, Department for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy; Bernadette Kelly CB, Permanent Secretary, Department 
for Transport; Richard Bruce, Job share, Director, Energy, Technology and 
Innovation, Department for Transport� Q1–55

Published written evidence
The following written evidence was received and can be viewed on the inquiry publications 
page of the Committee’s website.

LEC numbers are generated by the evidence processing system and so may not be complete.

1	 British Parking Association (LEC0001)

2	 Chargepoint (LEC0004)

3	 EDF (LEC0003)

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1008/default/publications/oral-evidence/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1008/default/publications/oral-evidence/
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/1841/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1008/default/publications/written-evidence/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1008/default/publications/written-evidence/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/23101/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/23437/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/23409/html/
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List of Reports from the Committee 
during the current Parliament
All publications from the Committee are available on the publications page of the 
Committee’s website.

Session 2019–21

Number Title Reference

1st Support for children with special educational needs and 
disabilities

HC 85

2nd Defence Nuclear Infrastructure HC 86

3rd High Speed 2: Spring 2020 Update HC 84

4th EU Exit: Get ready for Brexit Campaign HC 131

5th University technical colleges HC 87

6th Excess votes 2018–19 HC 243

7th Gambling regulation: problem gambling and protecting 
vulnerable people

HC 134

8th NHS capital expenditure and financial management HC 344

9th Water supply and demand management HC 378

10th Defence capability and the Equipment Plan HC 247

11th Local authority investment in commercial property HC 312

12th Management of tax reliefs HC 379

13th Whole of Government Response to COVID-19 HC 404

14th Readying the NHS and social care for the COVID-19 peak HC 405

15th Improving the prison estate HC 244

16th Progress in remediating dangerous cladding HC 406

17th Immigration enforcement HC 407

18th NHS nursing workforce HC 408

19th Restoration and renewal of the Palace of Westminster HC 549

20th Tackling the tax gap HC 650

21st Government support for UK exporters HC 679

22nd Digital transformation in the NHS HC 680

23rd Delivering carrier strike HC 684

24th Selecting towns for the Towns Fund HC 651

25th Asylum accommodation and support transformation 
programme

HC 683

26th Department of Work and Pensions Accounts 2019–20 HC 681

27th Covid-19: Supply of ventilators HC 685
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Number Title Reference

28th The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s management of 
the Magnox contract

HC 653

29th Whitehall preparations for EU Exit HC 682

30th The production and distribution of cash HC 654

31st Starter Homes HC 88

32nd Specialist Skills in the civil service HC 686

33rd Covid-19: Bounce Back Loan Scheme HC 687

34th Covid-19: Support for jobs HC 920

35th Improving Broadband HC 688

36th HMRC performance 2019–20 HC 690

37th Whole of Government Accounts 2018–19 HC 655

38th Managing colleges’ financial sustainability HC 692

39th Lessons from major projects and programmes HC 694

40th Achieving government’s long-term environmental goals HC 927

41st COVID 19: the free school meals voucher scheme HC 689

42nd COVID-19: Government procurement and supply of Personal 
Protective Equipment

HC 928

43rd COVID-19: Planning for a vaccine Part 1 HC 930

44th Excess Votes 2019–20 HC 1205

45th Managing flood risk HC 931

46th Achieving Net Zero HC 935

47th COVID-19: Test, track and trace (part 1) HC 932

48th Digital Services at the Border HC 936

49th COVID-19: housing people sleeping rough HC 934

50th Defence Equipment Plan 2020–2030 HC 693

51st Managing the expiry of PFI contracts HC 1114

52nd Key challenges facing the Ministry of Justice HC 1190

53rd Covid 19: supporting the vulnerable during lockdown HC 938

54th Improving single living accommodation for service personnel HC 940

55th Environmental tax measures HC 937

56th Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund HC 941
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