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15 April 2021

Dear William,

Commissioner for Public Appointments extension

As you are aware, we have been working to appoint a successor to the Rt Hon Peter Riddell
CBE as Commissioner for Public Appointments.

In order to provide sufficient time for pre-appointment scrutiny and consideration of the
Committee’s report, once a decision is taken, I am writing, in confidence, to inform you that by
mutual agreement, Peter’s term has been extended. He will continue to serve as Commissioner
for Public Appointments until 30 September.

The Cabinet Office will shortly formally announce the extension on gov.uk but given the Public
Administration and Constitutional Affairs Committee’s important role in conducting pre
appointment scrutiny, I wanted to write and inform you of this in advance of the public
announcement. This extension will mean that there will now be ample time for the Committee to
complete pre-appointment scrutiny for the government’s preferred candidate, once announced,
and a proper handover period between Commissioners.

We look forward to continuing to work with the Committee on this important appointment.

With every good wish,

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster

and Minister for the Cabinet Office








