




  
      

    
  

 

  
 

  
   

 

   

     
  

   
     

 

   

           
             

 

         
          

           
         

           
         
   

           
          

        
       

            

            
  

              
       

       
     

              
  

 

 

  

 

Foreign Affairs Committee 
House of Commons · London · SW1A 0AA 
+44 20 7219 6106 · fac@parliament.uk From the Chair 

www.parliament.uk · @CommonsForeign Tom Tugendhat MP 

Professor G Q Max Lu 
University of Surrey 
President & Vice-Chancellor 
Letter by email: j.telford@surrey.ac.uk 

30 March 2021 

Dear Professor Lu, 

I am writing regarding the University of Surrey’s partnership with China Academy of Space 
Technology (CAST) for conducting research into the role of satellites in maximising the potential of 
5G service roll-out. 

According to credible reports from the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, CAST’s parent 
company, the China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation (CASC), is considered very 
high risk for its research, development and production of military technologies for the People’s 
Liberation Army of China. Furthermore, reports suggest that drones developed by CASC were 
deployed in the autonomous region of Xinjiang following unrest in 2014. As you will be aware, 
Xinjiang is the location of the identity-based persecution of more than one million people, 
predominantly Uyghur Muslims. 

As part of our inquiry into the Xinjiang detention camps, the Foreign Affairs Committee is 
attempting to determine the extent of British involvement with organisations who may be implicated 
in facilitating the persecution of Uyghurs and other ethnic minority groups in Xinjiang. In this 
context, we would be grateful for responses to the following questions: 

• What is the nature of the University of Surrey’s agreement with CAST? 

• Have any members of staff or students at the University raised concerns about the 
partnership? 

• Were you aware of the extent of the atrocities being committed in Xinjiang – and CAST’s 
reported link to them – when this collaboration was agreed? 

• Prior to its agreement, was this collaboration subjected to scrutiny by an academic ethics 
board or other oversight body? 

It would be helpful to have a response to this letter by 13 April. I intend to place your response in 
the public domain. 

Best wishes, 

TOM TUGENDHAT 
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