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Wednesday, 9 September 2026
Henry de Zoete 
Director 
AI Security Institute 
[by email]
Dear Henry,
Subject: Anthropic Model Testing
I write to seek urgent information on the AI Security Institute's response following reports that Anthropic did not provide AISI with pre-release access to its latest frontier model, Claude Mythos 5.1.
If accurate, I am concerned that these reports raise questions about AISI's ability to fulfil its role where frontier AI developers choose not to provide access to their most advanced systems. Given the UK's reliance on the Institute as a key component of its approach to AI safety and security, it is important that Parliament understands the implications of any reduction in such access. 
I would therefore be grateful if you could set out:
On Anthropic specifically:
Whether Anthropic provided AISI with any access to Claude Mythos 5.1 prior to its release and, if not, your understanding of the circumstances in which such access was withheld;
Whether AISI has engaged with US counterparts on the evaluation of the Claude Mythos 5.1 model, and whether barriers have been encountered to effective co-operation and information sharing;
On the lessons from the case:
What assessment AISI has made of the risks posed to the Government's understanding of frontier AI capabilities and threats, in cases where AISI is unable to test leading models prior to deployment;
What assessment AISI has made of the likelihood that it will face increasing restrictions on access to state-of-the-art frontier models, and what implications such a trend would have for its ability to fulfil its remit;
Whether AISI considers that it currently has sufficient mechanisms, relationships and leverage to secure access to the most advanced frontier models, particularly where they are developed and deployed outside the UK, and what steps it is taking to mitigate the risk of reduced access in future; and
Whether this incident has led AISI to reassess the UK's ability to maintain a “world-leading” role in frontier AI safety and security evaluation and, if so, what actions it believes Government should consider in response.
As this Committee takes on responsibility for scrutinising the new Department for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade, we look forward to a co-operative relationship with the AI Security Institute to help us understand and inform Government policy on AI.
I would be grateful for a response by Tuesday 15 September. 
Yours sincerely,

Rt Hon Liam Byrne MP
Chair of the Business and Trade Committee
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