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	MINUTES
	
	Session 2026-27



DOMESTIC ABUSE ACT 2021 COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 3rd Meeting, held at 10.30am on Thursday 11th June

The Committee met in Committee Room 1

Present: 	Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws (Chair)
Baroness Barran
Baroness Hussein-Ece
Baroness Hyde of Bemerton 
Lord Polak
Baroness Sugg
Baroness Neate

Other members present: 	Lord Russell of Liverpool

Advisers in attendance: 	Professor Shazia Choudhry (specialist adviser)



1. Apologies and notices

Apologies were received from the Lord Bishop of Derby, Baroness Gerada, Baroness Gohir, Baroness Porter of Fulwood and Baroness Rafferty.
[bookmark: _Hlk181004002]
2. Domestic Abuse Act 2021: oral evidence

At 10:35, the Committee heard evidence from: 
· Meena Kumari, Founder and Director at H.O.P.E Training and Consultancy
· Catherine Briody, Head of VAWG and Youth Commissioning at Islington Council
[bookmark: _Hlk178932654]At 11:40, the Committee heard evidence from:
· Professor Nicole Westmarland, Director, Centre for Research into Violence and Abuse, Durham University
· Kyla Kirkpatrick, Director, Drive Partnership
· Jo Todd, CEO, Respect
A full transcript was taken. 

The following member declared relevant interests: 

Baroness Hyde of Bemerton – Former Councillor, Islington Council

3. Survivor engagement questions

The Committee considered a paper by the Clerk on survivor engagement (DAA/26-27/003). The Committee agreed the draft questions.

4. Any other business 

No other business was raised.

5. Date of next meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk178932733]The Committee will next meet on Thursday 18th June at 10.30am in Committee Room 3. 
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