


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 

passed through their supply chain, rather than ordering components boat by boat, or ship 

by ship, which also blocks SMEs from making their own private investments in people, 

infrastructure and innovation. 

• Full engagement from both MOD commercial teams, Primes and tier 1 suppliers with 

industry led Meet the Buyer events. Additionally, Primes should ensure responses to SMEs 

in a timely manner and provide feedback– even if it’s to say ‘No’. Engineers, as well as 

buyers, should also be encouraged to engage with SMEs to understand what capabilities 

sit within the SME community. 

If the Select Committee would like any further information on any of these recommendations set 
out above, please don’t hesitate to contact me again as I’d be delighted to engage further with the 
Committee on this topic to ensure we properly support the fantastic defence industry we have in 
Scotland. 
 
With kind regards, 
 

 
 
Andrew Kinniburgh BA, MSc, FIoD 
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Andrew Kinniburgh, 
Director General, MAKE UK Defence 

By email only 

20 January 2026 

Dear Andrew, 

Thank you for providing evidence to the Scottish Affairs Committee on 14 January 2026 
in the first public session for the Securing Scotland’s Future: Defence Skills and Jobs 
inquiry. A transcript of the session is now available online. 

In response to Q33 posed by Douglas McAllister MP, you mentioned that primes could be 
encouraged to work more with SMEs. I would be interested in hearing how that should 
be done and in particular what you think the UK Government should be doing to 
incentivise such engagement?  

I would be grateful to receive a response by 27 February 2026. 

Yours sincerely, 

   

Patricia Ferguson MP 

Chair, Scottish Affairs Committee 

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9408/securing-scotlands-future-defence-skills-and-jobs/
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/17009/pdf/
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