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Environmental Audit
Committee

The Environmental Audit Committee is appointed by the House of
Commons to consider to what extent the policies and programmes of
government departments and non-departmental public bodies contribute
to environmental protection and sustainable development; to audit their
performance against such targets as may be set for them by His Majesty’s
Ministers; and to report thereon to the House.

Current membership

Mr Toby Perkins (Labour; Chesterfield) (Chair)

Olivia Blake (Labour; Sheffield Hallam)
Julia Buckley (Labour; Shrewsbury)

Jonathan Davies (Labour; Mid Derbyshire)

Carla Denyer (Green Party; Bristol Central)

Barry Gardiner (Labour; Brent West)

Sarah Gibson (Liberal Democrat; Chippenham)

Alison Griffiths (Conservative; Bognor Regis and Littlehampton)

Chris Hinchliff (Labour; North East Hertfordshire)
Alison Hume (Labour; Scarborough and Whitby)

Manuela Perteghella (Liberal Democrat; Stratford-on-Avon)

Martin Rhodes (Labour; Glasgow North)

Dr Roz Savage (Liberal Democrat; South Cotswolds)

Blake Stephenson (Conservative; Mid Bedfordshire)

John Whitby (Labour; Derbyshire Dales)

Sammy Wilson (Democratic Unionist Party; East Antrim)
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Powers

The constitution and powers are set out in House of Commons Standing
Orders, principally in SO No 152A. These are available on the internet via
www.parliament.uk.

Publication

This Report, together with formal minutes relating to the Report, was
Ordered by the House of Commons, on 17 December 2025, to be printed. It
was published on 19 December 2025 by authority of the House of Commons.
© Parliamentary Copyright House of Commons 2025.

This publication may be reproduced under the terms of the Open Parliament
Licence, which is published at www.parliament.uk/copyright.

Committee Reports are published on the Committee’s website at
www.parliament.uk/eacom and in print by Order of the House.

Contacts

All correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk of the Environmental
Audit Committee, House of Commons, London SW1A OAA. The telephone
number for general enquiries is 020 7219 8890; the Committee’s email
address is eacom@parliament.uk. You can follow the Committee

on X (formerly Twitter) using @CommonsEAC, and on Bluesky using
@commonsEAC.parliament.uk.
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The Environment in focus
inquiry process and next
steps

The call for evidence

In September 2025, we issued a call to the environmental and climate
communities and the public for ideas on what we should investigate next.!
In the previous Parliament, a similar exercise saw the Environmental
Audit Committee exploring the relationship between heat and health and
considering how buildings should be adapted to rising temperatures in its
‘Heat resilience and sustainable cooling’ inquiry.? Other recent inquiries
inspired by calls for ideas from the public include the International
Development Committee’s inquiry into the Women, Peace and Security
agenda,® and the Science and Technology Committee’s 2022 inquiry into
bacteriophages in the previous Parliament.*

We asked submitters in 250 words to set out:
a. what the Environmental Audit Committee should focus on next;
b.  why it mattered, and;

c. what action was needed from the Government to address the issues
identified in their proposal.

The submission period for ‘The Environment in focus’ concluded on 10th
October 2025. A total 203 proposals were received, of which 193 were
analysed after removing duplicates. These have been published on our
website.®

o oA WON -

EAC, Pitch MPs an environment inquiry: EAC opens calls for proposals, 5 September 2025.

EAC, Heat resilience and sustainable cooling, (HC 279; 31 January 2024).

IDC, New Committee inquiry: is UK aid delivering for women and girls?, (7 March 2025).
SITC, The antimicrobial potential of bacteriophages, (HC 328; 3 January 2024).

EAC, Call for Evidence: The Environment in Focus, (5 September 2025).

EAC, The Environment in focus: written evidence, (1 December 2025).
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https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9336/the-environment-in-focus/news/209156/pitch-mps-an-environment-inquiry-eac-opens-calls-for-proposals/
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https://hopuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/patelm_parliament_uk/Documents/Microsoft%20Teams%20Chat%20Files/The%20antimicrobial
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3744/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9336/the-environment-in-focus/publications/

Initial shortlisting

The committee met to review the submissions received at a meeting
held on 3rd December 2025 at which it was revealed that many different
organisations had made suggestions in similar areas.

Five different subjects were shortlisted for presentation and examination
in oral evidence to the Committee’s oral evidence hearing on 17 December
2025.

Combining proposals

Ahead of this meeting, contributors who had suggested subjects which had
been selected by different organisations met, to streamline their proposals
and decide who would present at the 17 December meeting. We are grateful
to have had agreement from each group to present a joint proposal where
applicable, and thank the individuals and organisations included for their
cooperation.

The agreed pitches and presenters, including references to those
organisations who contributed to, and agreed a final pitch, were:

The environmental impact of data centres and artificial intelligence,
presented by Miss Rowena Shivam, student of Sustainable Built
Environment, Energy and Resources, University College London and
CEO and Founder, BNG Smart;

Air pollution on the seventieth anniversary of the Clean Air Act 1956,
presented by Jemima Hartshorn, Founder and Director, Mums for
Lungs and Dr Nat Easton, Air Quality Researcher and Specialist Policy
Officer, University of Southampton;’

The environmental importance of woodlands and peatlands, presented
by Dr Chris Nichols, Head of Conservation Evidence and Outcomes,
The Woodland Trust and Ms Sally Nex, Advocate, The Peat-free
Partnership;®

The stakeholders who worked together and helped inform this pitch included: Clean

Air Fund (EIFO195); Clean Air in London (EIFO192); Global Action Plan (EIFO104); Mums

for Lungs CIC (EIFO198); London Borough of Camden, Hackney, Islington, Hammersmith

& Fulham, City of London Corporation, City of Westminster (EIFO132), the Institution of
Environmental Sciences (IES) & IAQM (EIFO102), the Healthy Air Coalition (EIFO085), Impact
on Urban Health (EIFO050), University of Southampton (EIFO031), and Dr Mathy Vandhana
Sannasi (EIF0023). The stakeholders also agreed the two presenters.

This pitch was informed by combing two submissions: Woodland Trust (EIFO115) and The
Peat-free Partnership (EIFO063).These two stakeholders worked together to produce a
final pitch and agreed to present together.
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https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149867/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149855/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149615/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149887/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149686/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149610/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149587/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149394/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149142/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148836/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149627/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149529/pdf/

10.

Assessing UK resilience to multi-hazard weather risks and climate
breakdown, presented by Dr Susan O’Leary, Director, Centre for
Research into Sustainability, Royal Holloway, University of London and
Dr John Hillier, Loughborough University® and;

Comparing the UK’s environmental regime with those of countries
subject to oversight by the European Environmental Agency, presented
by Ben Reynolds, Executive Director, IEEP UK and David Baldock,
Honorary Fellow, IEEP UK.

We would encourage all those who put forward an inquiry proposal as part
of the Environment in focus initiative to make submissions to any relevant
inquiries in the future.

Proposal selection for an inquiry

We are grateful to all those who submitted ideas to us and who engaged
with this process. We particularly want to extend our thanks to those who
presented their ideas to us on 17 December 2025.

CONCLUSION

On the basis of the submissions we received, and the further discussions
held on 17 December on five of these proposals, we have decided to
develop and launch an inquiry into air pollution. We will launch this
inquiry in the New Year.

The final pitch was informed and agreed by: Dr Susan O’Leary, Centre for Research
into Sustainability, Royal Holloway, University of London (EIFO032) and Dr John Hillier,
Loughborough University and Dr Hannah Bloomfield, Newcastle University (EIFO034).
Both agreed to present the proposal together.
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https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149170/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149178/pdf/

Formal minutes

Wednesday 17 December 2025

Members present
Mr Toby Perkins, in the Chair
Julia Buckley

Carla Denyer

Barry Gardiner

Martin Rhodes

John Whitby

[...]

The Committee deliberated.

Environment in Focus

Draft Report (Environment in Focus), proposed by the Chair, brought up and
read.

Paragraphs1to 9 read and agreed to.
Paragraph 10 read, amended and agreed to.

Resolved, That the Report, as amended, be the Seventh Report of the
Committee to the House.

Ordered, That the Chair make the Report to the House.

Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 7 January 2026 at 2.00 pm



Withesses

The following witnesses gave evidence. Transcripts can be viewed on the
inquiry publications page of the Committee’s website.

Wednesday 17 December 2025
Ancient woodlands and Peatlands, 14.30-14.50:

Ms Sally Nex, Advocate, The Peat-free Partnership

Dr Chris Nichols, Head of Conservation Evidence & Outcomes, The
Woodland Trust

Data centres and the UK’s sustainable development challenge:
environmental and housing implications of rapid digital infrastructure
expansion, 14.50-15.10:

Rowena Shivam, Student of Sustainable Built Environment, Energy and
Resources, University College London

Air pollution, 15.10-15.30:
Jemima Hartshorn, Founder and Director, Mums for Lungs

Dr Nat Easton, Air Quality Researcher and Specialist Policy Officer,
The University of Southampton

The state of UK EU cooperation on the environment, 15.30-15.50:

Ben Reynolds, Executive Director, Institute for European Environmental
Policy (IEEP UK)

David Baldock, Honorary Fellow, Institute for European Environmental
Policy (IEEP UK)

Climate breakdown and multi-hazard weather risk, 15.50-16.10:

Dr Susan O’Leary, Director, Centre for Research into Sustainability,
Royal Holloway, University of London

Dr John Hillier, Reader in Natural Hazard Risk, Loughborough
University


https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9336/The-Environment-in-Focus/publications

Published written evidence

The following written evidence was received and can be viewed on the
inquiry publications page of the Committee’s website.

EIF numbers are generated by the evidence processing system and so may
not be complete.
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Afinotan, Dr Misan (Lecturer in Law, University of Exeter);
and Associate Ekhator, Professor Eghosa (Associate
Professor of International Environmental Law, University of
Derby)

Aldersgate Group

Arbtech

Association of Directors of Public Health
Asthma + Lung UK

Avon River Champions

BVRLA

Bates, Mr John (Barrister, Old Square Chambers)

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire Wildlife
Trust; The Rivers Trust; Action for the River Kennet; Chiltern
Society; Angling Trust; The Wild Trout Trust; Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust; Norfolk Wildlife Trust;
Hertfordshire and Middlesex Wildlife Trust; and London
Wildlife Trust

Biotrans Pole Sleeves UK Ltd
Bishop, Samantha (Researcher, Royal Holloway University)

Bladder and Bowel Management Research Group,
University of Southampton

Bradshaw, Dr Carrie (Associate Professor of Law,
University of Leeds); Lesniewska, Dr Feja (Senior Lecturer
in Sustainable Transitions and Environmental Law, Surrey
School of Law); Lindner, Dr Allison (Lecturer in Law,
University College London); and Steenmans, Dr Katrien
(Postdoc, University of Copenhagen)

Buglife - The Invertebrate Conservation Trust

EIFO078
EIFO071

EIFO035
EIFO111

EIFO026
EIFO014

EIFO169

EIFOO07

EIFO075

EIFO002

EIFO015

EIFO030

EIFO136

EIFO005
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https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149563/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149190/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149622/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148880/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148703/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149774/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148577/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149567/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148446/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148713/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149049/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149694/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148540/html/
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21
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25
26
27
28

29
30
31

32
33
34
35

Building Controls Industry Association (BCIA); and British
Property Federation

Buziuk, Mr. Hleb (Independent policy researcher and
human-rights advocate, FairGo CIC)

Buzzard, Dr Sammie (Assistant Professor, Centre for Polar
Observation and Modelling, University of Northumbria);

Dr Palmer, Matthew (Associate Professor, University of
Bristol); and Amoudry, Dr Laurent (Strategic Reserach
Lead- Ocean & Climate/ Principal Investigator for the
CHAMFER project (UK Coastal Hazards, Multi-hazard
Controls on Flooding and Erosion), National Oceanography
Centre)

CIEEM

CIEEM

Campaign for National Parks

Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College London

Centre for Research into Sustainability, Royal Holloway,
University of London

Chari, Dr Suviti (Lecturer and Research Associate,
University College London); and Paulillo, Dr Andrea
(Lecturer and Research Fellow, University College London)

Chartered Institute of Housing; Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors; Royal Institute of British Architects;
Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers;

Chartered Institute of Building; and UK Green Building Council

Clean Air Fund
Clean Air in London
Clean Water South (c/o Future Towns Innovation Hub)

Clean Water South (network stakeholders including
University of Southampton and University of Portsmouth)

Clement, Miss Mia Rose

Climate Action St Austell

Collins, Mr Paul

Collins, Mr Paul

Communities Against Factory Farming
Community Planning Alliance

Compassion in World Farming

EIFO197

EIFO053

EIFO167

EIFO201

EIFO140

EIFO199

EIFO088

EIFO032

EIFO187

EIFO164

EIFO195

EIFO192

EIFO159

EIFO158

EIFO036
EIFOO51

EIFO003

EIFO004

EIFO186

EIFO013

EIFO152



https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149886/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149448/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149772/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/151199/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149700/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/151082/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149590/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149170/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149823/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149765/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149867/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149855/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149753/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149749/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149192/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149396/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148494/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148523/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149822/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148673/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149733/html/
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49
43
44
45
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47
48

49
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52
53
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57

Confederation of Paper Industries
Corporate Justice Coalition

Cowern, Professor Nick (Emeritus Professor, Physics
(retired), Newcastle University)

Crouch, Mrs Monique (Teaching Fellow, University of
Portsmouth)

Dalrymple, Dr Sarah (Reader in Conservation Ecology,
Liverpool John Moores University)

Department of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Public Policy (STEaPP) at University College London (UCL)

Dr Maxwell

Energy Saving Trust
Enrich the Earth
European Movement UK
Fashion Roundtable
Fidra

Filingeri, Professor Davide (Professor of Human Thermal
Physiology, University of Southampton)

Fleury, Dr Saphia (Researcher, University of Hull)

Ford, Professor Alex (Professor of Biology, University of
Portsmouth)

Franklin, Dan

Freshwater Habitats Trust

Friends of Carrington Moss

Friends of the Earth; and Earthsight

Gazze, Dr. Ludovica (Associate Professor, University of
Warwick); Entwistle, Dr. Jane (Professor, University of
Northumbria); Bramwell, Dr. Lindsay (Senior Research
Fellow, University of Northumbria); Bayona-Valderrama,
Dr. Angela (Research Fellow, University of Northumbria);
DiTraglia, Dr. Francis (Associate Professor, University of
Oxford); Pye, Tim (Founder, LEAPP Alliance); and Lippiatt,
Carys (Consultant Clinical Scientist (Biochemistry), Leeds
Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust)

GeoSmart Information Limited

Ghorbani, Professor Yousef (Professor in Energy Materials
and Chemistry, University of Lincoln- UK)

EIFO122

EIFO120

EIFO056

EIFO029

EIFO148

EIFO178

EIFO008

EIFO121

EIFO138

EIFO124

EIFO095
EIFO150

EIFO021

EIFO019

EIFO123

EIFO049
EIFO175

EIFO016

EIFO182

EIFO155

EIFO133

EIFO037
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https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148968/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149717/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149787/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148614/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149645/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149698/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149649/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149602/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149727/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148754/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148733/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149648/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149385/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149783/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148721/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149799/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149739/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149687/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149200/html/
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Global Action Plan
Global Action Plan
Global Justice Now
Grantham Institute, Imperial College London

Grantham Institute, Imperial College London; and UK
Universities Climate Network

Green Alliance
Green Alliance
Greenpeace UK
Greenpeace UK
Greenpeace UK

Hart, Professor Tom (Professor of Conservation, Oxford
Brookes University); Fisher, Gillian; Murphy, Matty; and
Quinn, Dr Lucy

Healthy Air Coalition
Healthy Air Coalition

Hillier, Dr John (Reader in Natural Hazard Risk,
Loughborough University); and Bloomfield, Dr Hannah
(NUACT Fellow: Climate resilient energy systems,
Newcastle University)

Humane Being

Hutchinson, Professor David (Associate Dean (Research
and Innovation), University of Portsmouth)

Impact on Urban Health
Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP UK)
Institution of Environmental Sciences

Institution of Environmental Sciences (IES); and Institute of
Air Quality Management (IAQM)

Jacques Villemot

Knight, Dr Hanne (Lecturer in Marketing , University of
Plymouth)

Kopnina, Dr. Helen (As. Prof., Northumbria University)
Lawyers for Nature

Leverhulme Centre for Wildfires, Environment and Society

EIFO103

EIFO104

EIFO045

EIFO142

EIFO141

EIFO163

EIFO108

EIFO202

EIFO203

EIFO156

EIFO077

EIFO109

EIFO085

EIFO034

EIFO146

EIFO130

EIFO050

EIFOT14

EIFON3

EIFO102

EIFO172

EIFO076
EIFO010

EIFO185

EIFO174
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https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149701/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149759/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149619/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/151200/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/151202/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149742/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149573/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149620/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149587/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149178/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149710/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149680/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149394/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149626/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149625/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149610/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149778/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149572/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/148644/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149815/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149781/html/
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97
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Lomotey, Mr Michael (Doctoral Researcher, University of
Southampton, Faculty of Environment and Life Sciences)

London Borough of Camden; London Borough of Hackney;
London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham; London
Borough of Islington; City of London Corporation; and City
of Westminster

London Parks and Green Spaces Forum t/a Parks for London
Madano

Marsh, Dr John Everett (Reader in Cognitive Psychology,
University of Lancashire)

Martin, Professor Stephen (Hon Professor in Sustainability
and Learning, University of Nottingham); Sterling,
Professor Stephen (Emeritus Professor in Sustainability
Education, University of Plymouth); and Agombar, Jamie
(Executive Director, Students for Sustainability(SOS)
National Union of Students)

McCormick, Mr Paul

Mcphie, Dr Jamie (Associate Professor of Environmental
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Cumbria)

Microbiology Society
Mineral Products Association
Mums for Lungs CIC

Nadler, Dr Lauren (Lecturer in marine biology, University of
Southampton)

National Biofilms Innovation Centre

National Contaminated Land Officers Group (NCLOG); and
Land Condition Community

National Housing Federation
Nattergal
Natural England

Obaji, Dr Synda (Assistant Professor in Energy Law,
University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, United Kingdom)

Ocean Conservation Trust
Oceana UK

Owens, Dr Rebecca (Post-Doctoral Research Associate ,
Durham University); and Aidinlis, Dr Stergios (Associate
Professor, Durham University)
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and Royal Academy of Engineering Chair in Emerging
Technologies, University of Southampton); Solan,
Professor Martin (Professor of Marine Ecology, University
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Session 2024-26

Number  Title Reference

6th Environmental sustainability and housing growth | HC 439

5th Airport expansion and climate and nature targets | HC 831

4th Flood resilience in England HC 550

3rd The UK and the Antarctic environment HC 499

2nd Governing the marine environment HC 551

1st The role of natural capital in the UK’s green HC 501
economy

5th The UK and the Antarctic environment: HC 1273

Special Government Response

4th Governing the marine environment: Government HC 1272

Special Response

3rd The role of natural capital in the green economy: | HC 1242

Special Government Response

2nd Net zero and UK shipping: Government Response | HC 705

Special

1st Enabling sustainable electrification of the HC 564

Special economy: Government Response
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