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Thank you for your correspondence of 24 June, on behalf of the Speaker's
Conference, regarding the importance of citizenship education.

As you are aware | have commissioned an independent Curriculum and Assessment

Review, chaired by Professor Becky Francis CBE. The Review is committed to

ensuring a high quality, knowledge-rich curriculum that drives excellence in

education across a broad range of subjects and pathways.

The Review panel are considering citizenship, both at the primary and secondary
stages, as part of their review work. This includes consideration of whether there is

sufficient coverage of knowledge and skills —- Such as politics and governance, digital
and media literacy - that are essential to sufficiently prepare children and young

people for future life and to thrive in a fast-changing world.

The review group has now published an interim report, which sets out the key areas

for further work. The interim report found that the curriculum needs to respond to

social and technological change. with the rise of artificial intelligence and trends in

digital information demanding heightened media literacy and critical thinking, as well

as digital skills. The interim report is available on GOV.UK at:

tinyurl. com/2VSYXWYE.

| have shared your letter with the Review team for their consideration and | look

forward to receiving their recommendations in the autumn. | want to assure you that

my department intends to begin implementing these at pace over the following
months.

Thank you for writing to me on this important matter. | hope this response is useful.
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