
The Rt Hon. David Lammy MP• Secretary of State for Foreign, 

Foreign, Commonwealth Commonwealth and Development Affairs 

& Development Office 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 

The Rt Hon. Emily Thornberry MP 
Chair, Foreign Affairs Committee 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 

28 July 2025 
Dear Emily, 

Thank you-for the opportunity to give evidence on 8 July. During the session, I promised to 

follow up on the following issues. 

China capability 

You asked the PUS and I about bolstering the Government's China capability, including the 

number of Mandarin speakers. In my statement to Parliament on the China Audit, I 

highlighted the importance of boosting capability on China across the Civil Service. There 

are already deep pockets of China expertise across Government. I am committed to 

ensuring our diplomats and civil servants have the expertise to engage and adapt to the 

increasing challenge posed by China, and China's growing role in world affairs. 

Last year, the FCDO trained over 1,000 civil servants from 35 departments and arms­

length bodies in China-related skills and knowledge, of which over 1.20 received training in 

Mandarin at all levels of ability. Over the past five years alone, over 50 civil servants have 

passed the advanced C1 qualification in Mandarin. The total number of fluent speakers is 

considerably higher but difficult to verify, since many officials will have reached proficiency 

through formal training prior to this period or acquired language. skills through a 

combination of previous careers and education, formal training, self-study and exposure 

through overseas jobs. 

My officials are finalising plans to enhance the talent pipeline of China experts by creating 

a China pathway within the FCDO Fast Stream programmes and increasing China related 

content in wider Civil Service Fast Streams. The FCDO plans to incorporate the first cohort 

into our 2026 Fast Stream intake. 

China Audit 

On the China Audit, I would like to ensure the Committee can discuss the Government's 

Audit in greater detail in support of its role in holding the Government to account. I would 






