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Nick Read 
Chief Executive Officer, Post Office Ltd 
[By email] 

27 January 2025 
 

Dear Mr Read 
 
I write following reports over the weekend that WH Smith is in talks to sell its high street 
stores. As you will have seen, concerns have been raised as to the fate of the 195 post 
offices within these stores.  
 
While WH Smith have since said that the Post Office would remain in these stores should 
a sale go through, I am concerned about the impact to our high streets and workers if 
these post offices were to close. 
 
I would be grateful if you could give the Committee reassurances that, should the sale of 
these WH Smith stores go through, that Post Office will commit to keeping these branches 
open. 
 
I would appreciate it if you could provide a response by the end of this week. 
 

Yours sincerely 
  
 
 

 
         Chair of the Business and Trade Committee 
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