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As you know, as part of its work on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Foreign Affairs Committee 
is extremely concerned about the ongoing situation with British citizens, and those with British 
families and close links to the UK, who were taken as part of the 7 October attacks and are still 
being held hostage. 

I am writing to you today on two main issues relating to the UK Government's approach to 
hostages: first, the UK's role in recovering hostages held by Hamas, and secondly the need to 
appoint a Government envoy for those held in arbitrary detention (including hostages). 

The UK's approach to recovering hostages held by Hamas 

Earlier this week, alongside two lawyers who have been working pro bono to support the British 
families of hostages held in Gaza (and those closely connected to Britain), the Committee heard 
from Dr Sharone Lifschitz, whose parents were taken hostage from their home in Nir Oz, Israel, 
on 7 October 2023. Dr Lifschitz's mother, Yocheved Lifschitz, was returned two weeks later. 
However, more than 14 months on, Dr Lifschtiz's 84-year-old father, Oded Lifschitz, remains in 
captivity in Gaza. 

When you appeared before our Committee on 27 November 2024, you told us that the UK 
Government is "doing all that we can, frankly, both to find signs of life and to assist with those 
hostages".1 This, however, differs from with what we heard from witnesses this week. 

Adam Rose, Solicitor and Partner at Mischon de Reya, told us that the UK Government has 
displayed "an apparent lack of creativity in their thinking" and that, "having conducted the same 
activities for 14 months without success, it is not obvious that there is a group of people 

1 https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/15045/pdf/ Ql12 
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