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House of Commons Committee of Privileges
Formal Minutes

Session 2022-23



Tuesday 13 June 2022
Members present: 
Chris Bryant, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
1. Select committees and contempts

The Committee considered this matter.

Draft report (Select committees and contempts: review of consultation on Committee proposals), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read. 

The draft report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the report are published with the First Report of the Committee, HC 401.

[bookmark: _Hlk120801927]Resolved, That Sir Bernard Jenkin write to the Leader of the House and Mr Speaker seeking a motion enabling the Committee to meet by electronic means.
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.

Wednesday 29 June 2022
Members present: 
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Laura Farris
Yvonne Fovargue
Ms Harriet Harman
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Bernard Jenkin took the Chair, pursuant to the Committee’s Resolution of 19 May 2020.
1. Hybrid or virtual meetings.

The Committee considered this matter.

Resolved, That Sir Bernard Jenkin write to the Leader of the House and Mr Speaker seeking a motion enabling the Committee to meet by electronic means.
2. Declaration of interests (new member)

Ms Harriet Harman declared her interests, in accordance with the Resolution of the House of 13 July 1992 (see Appendix).
3. Election of Chair

Ms Harriet Harman was called to the Chair. 
4. Absence of Chair

Resolved, That, in the event of the absence of Ms Harman, Sir Bernard Jenkin take the Chair. 
5. Publication of Report on previous referral 

The Committee considered this matter.
6. Appointment of legal adviser  

Ordered, That Sir Ernest Ryder be appointed legal adviser to the Committee.  
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 6 July at 9.30 am

Wednesday 6 July 2022
Members present: 
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa 
Allan Dorans
Laura Farris
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
1. Provisional timeline for inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Documents to be requested from No. 10 Downing Street

The Committee considered this matter. 
3. Metropolitan Police 

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 13 July at 9.30 am

Wednesday 13 July 2022
Members present: 
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa 
Allan Dorans
Laura Farris
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
1. Draft letter to Cabinet Secretary 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Draft letters to Mr Speaker 

The Committee considered this matter. 
3. Staff papers for discussion 

The Committee considered this matter.
4. Documents to be requested from Rt Hon. Boris Johnson and HM Government

The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 19 July at 11.15 am.

Tuesday 19 July 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Laura Farris
Sir Bernard Jenkin
1. Recent developments 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Matter referred on 21 April: proposed conduct of inquiry

Draft Report (Matter referred on 21 April: proposed conduct of inquiry), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read. 
The draft Report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the Report are published with the Second Report of the Committee, HC 632. 
3. Recess arrangements 

Ordered, That the Chair be authorised to act on behalf of the Committee in reporting written evidence to the House, requesting further written evidence, inviting and making provisional arrangements for oral evidence, and making other arrangements as necessary relating to the matter referred on 21 April, and that she should have the discretion to make public announcements about the foregoing, before the next meeting of the Committee; and that any actions taken by the Chair under this Order should be exercised on the advice of the Clerks and in liaison with Sir Bernard Jenkin as senior Conservative member of the Committee.
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
Wednesday 7 September 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans 
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
1. Initial discussion 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Lord Pannick’s opinion 

The Committee considered this matter.
3. Recent developments 

The Committee considered this matter. 
4. Government Response to First Report

Ordered, That correspondence from the Leader of the House relating to the Committee’s First Report of Session 2022-23 be reported to the House for publication. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Thursday 8 September 2022 at 9.00 am. 
Thursday 8 September 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Sir Bernard Jenkin
1. Matter referred on 21 April: comments on joint opinion of Lord Pannick QC and Jason Pobjoy

Draft Report (Matter referred on 21 April: comments on joint opinion of Lord Pannick QC and Jason Pobjoy), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read. 
The draft Report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the Report are published with the Third Report of the Committee, HC 713. 
2. Letter to No. 10 on evidence 

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
Wednesday 12 October2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. Declaration of Interests (new member)

Sir Charles Walker declared his interests, in accordance with the Resolution of the House of 13 July 1992 (see Appendix).
2. Recent developments

The Committee considered this matter. 
3. Next steps in the inquiry 

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 19 October at 9.30 am. 
Wednesday 19 October 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Alan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. Next steps in the inquiry 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Recent developments

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 26 October at 9.30 am. 
Wednesday 26 October 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Alan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. Recent developments

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Next steps in the inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 2 November at 9.30 am. 
Wednesday 2 November2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Alan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. Next steps in the inquiry/future of inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair. 
Wednesday 8 November 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Alan Dorans
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. Recent developments/future of inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
Tuesday 15 November 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Alan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue 
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. Meeting with Jeremy Quin MP, Minister for the Cabinet Office, to discuss the provision of information by the Government 

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till tomorrow at 9.30 am.  
Wednesday 16 November 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. Recent developments/future of inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 23 November at 9.30 am. 
Wednesday 23 November 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. Recent developments/future of inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 30 November at 9.30 am. 
Wednesday 30 November 2022
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
1. Recent developments/future of inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Matter referred on 29 November 2022: John Nicolson 
 
The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
Wednesday 11 January 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. John Nicolson inquiry 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Boris Johnson inquiry 

 The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 25 January at 10.00 am. 
Wednesday 25 January 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Boris Johnson inquiry: recent developments 
 
The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Boris Johnson inquiry: request for WhatsApp messages  
 
The Committee considered this matter. 
3. Boris Johnson inquiry: Site visit  
 
The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
Wednesday 8 February 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. John Nicolson inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Boris Johnson inquiry: site visit 
 
The Committee considered this matter. 
3. Boris Johnson inquiry: written evidence  

 The Committee considered this matter. 
4. Boris Johnson inquiry: future timetable

The Committee considered this matter. 
5. Boris Johnson inquiry: Memorandum from Legal Adviser   

 The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 22 February at 10.00 am. 
Wednesday 22 February 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. John Nicolson inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Boris Johnson inquiry: recent developments 

 The Committee considered this matter. 
3. Boris Johnson inquiry: further evidence/draft report  

 The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 1 March at 10.00 am. 
Wednesday 1 March 2023 [morning sitting]
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Boris Johnson inquiry: recent developments 
 
The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Boris Johnson inquiry: draft report  

 The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 1 March at 5.30 pm. 
Wednesday 1 March 2023 [afternoon sitting]

Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Written submission of Jack Doyle 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Matter referred on 21 April 2022: summary of issues to be raised with Mr Johnson

Draft Report (Matter referred on 21 April: summary of issues to be raised with Mr Johnson proposed by the Chair, brought up and read. 
The draft Report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the Report are published with the Fourth Report of the Committee, HC 1203. 
3. Evidence reported for publication 

Ordered, That the Second Opinion of Lord Pannick KC and Jason Pobjoy be reported to the House for publication. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 8 March at 10.00 am. 

Wednesday 8 March 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Correspondence from member of the public 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. John Nicolson inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
3. Boris Johnson inquiry: recent developments 

 The Committee considered this matter. 
4. Boris Johnson inquiry: oral evidence from Mr Johnson   
 
The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 14 March at 10.45 am. 
Tuesday 14 March 2023 [morning sitting]

Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Internet criticism of the Committee 
 
The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Boris Johnson inquiry: oral evidence from Mr Johnson   

 The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 14 March at 2.00 pm. 
Tuesday 14 March 2023 [afternoon sitting]
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Boris Johnson inquiry

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Publication of written evidence

Ordered, That the Chair be authorised to act on behalf of the Committee in reporting written evidence to the House and making other arrangements as necessary relating to the matter referred on 21 April, and that she should have the discretion to make public announcements about the foregoing, before the next meeting of the Committee; and that any actions taken by the Chair under this Order should be exercised on the advice of the Clerks and in liaison with Sir Bernard Jenkin as senior Conservative member of the Committee.
Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 21 March at 10.00 am. 
Tuesday 21 March 2023 [morning sitting] 
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Boris Johnson inquiry: preparation for the oral evidence session 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Evidence reported for publication 

Ordered, That the written evidence relating to Matter referred on 21 April 2022: conduct of Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP submitted by Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP [BJS0002] be reported to the House for publication.  
Adjournment

Adjourned till today at 2.00 pm.
Tuesday 21 March 2023 [afternoon sitting]  
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Boris Johnson inquiry: preparation for the oral evidence session 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Evidence reported for publication 

Ordered, That the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication: 
Matter referred on 21 April 2022: conduct of Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP:
Material to be relied upon by the Committee of Privileges and Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP in the oral evidence session of the Committee on 22 March 2023
Presentation slides to be relied upon by the Committee of Privileges in the oral evidence session of the Committee on 22 March 2023
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 22 March at 10.00 am. 
Wednesday 22 March 2023 [morning sitting] 
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Communications with Peters & Peters 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Oral evidence from Boris Johnson

The Committee considered this matter. 
3. Mr Speaker’s letter to Members

The Committee considered this matter. 
4. Evidence reported for publication 

Ordered, That the following written evidence relating to the matter referred on 21 April 2022: conduct of Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP be reported to the House for publication: 
Correspondence with Peters & Peters dated 22 March 2023. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Wednesday 22 March at 1.30 pm.  
Wednesday 22 March 2023, afternoon sitting 
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Matter referred on 21 April 2022: conduct of Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP

Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP gave oral evidence on oath. 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.   
Wednesday 10 May 2023 
Members present:
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Charles Walker
In the absence of the Chair, Sir Bernard Jenkin was called to the Chair.
1. Recent developments 

The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Written evidence 

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
Wednesday 24 May 2023 
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Boris Johnson inquiry

Ordered, That, no later than Wednesday 31 May, the Rt Hon Jeremy Quin MP shall lay before the Committee of Privileges the following documents relating to each of the events listed below: 
1. Any (a) briefings for, (b) minutes of and (c) invoices relating to expenditure on, each event;
2. Any official correspondence relating to each event, including invitations and acceptances;
3. Any official photographs taken at each event; and
4. Any other documents that identify whether each event was work-related or private.
[list redacted]
That, if there is no such material in respect of any of these events, the Committee be supplied with an explanation as to whether if such material had existed the Government’s information management policy would have required its deletion or retention. 
2. John Nicolson inquiry 

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.
Monday 12 June 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Boris Johnson inquiry: recent developments and Chair’s draft Report

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till Tuesday 13 June at 10.00 am. 
Tuesday 13 June 2023 [morning sitting]
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Boris Johnson inquiry: recent developments and Chair’s draft Report

The Committee considered this matter. 
Adjournment

Adjourned till today at 2.00 pm. 
Tuesday 13 June 2023 [afternoon sitting]
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
1. Matter referred on 21 April 2022: (conduct of Rt Hon Boris Johnson): Final Report 

Draft Report (Matter referred on 21 April 2022: (conduct of Rt Hon Boris Johnson): Final Report, proposed by the Chair), brought up and read. 
The draft Report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the Report are published with the Fifth Report of the Committee, HC 564. 
2. Evidence reported for publication 

Ordered, That the following written evidence be reported to the House for publication:
Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP (BJS0003) 
Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP (BJS0004) 
Further Opinion of Lord Pannick KC and Jason Pobjoy 
Response of Sir Ernest Ryder, Legal Adviser to the Committee, to the Third Opinion of Lord Pannick KC and Jason Pobjoy 
Additional material not previously published relied upon in the Committee’s Fifth Report, Session 2022-23 
Adjournment

Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair.  
Wednesday 28 June 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin
Sir Charles Walker
1. John Nicolson inquiry 
The Committee considered this matter. 
2. Boris Johnson inquiry 
The Committee considered this matter. 
Draft Special Report (Matter referred on 21 April 2022: Attempted lobbying of the Committee), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read. 
Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 
Paragraphs 1 to 22 read and agreed to.
Annex agreed to. 
Resolved, That the Report be the First Special Report of the Committee to the House. 
Ordered, That the Chair make the Report to the House. 
Adjournment

The Committee adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair. 
Tuesday 12 September 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
John Nicolson inquiry
John Nicolson MP gave oral evidence in private.  
The Committee considered this matter.
Adjournment
Adjourned till Tuesday 17 October at 9.00 am. 
Tuesday 17 October 2023
Members present:
Ms Harriet Harman, in the Chair
Andy Carter
Alberto Costa
Allan Dorans
Yvonne Fovargue
Sir Bernard Jenkin 
Sir Charles Walker
John Nicolson inquiry
The Committee considered this matter.
Draft report (Matter referred on 29 November 2022: conduct of John Nicolson MP), proposed by the Chair, brought up and read.
The draft report was agreed to; the Formal Minutes relating to the consideration of the report are published with the Sixth Report of the Committee, HC 940.
Boris Johnson inquiry
Resolved, That unpublished written material submitted by the Government to the Committee’s inquiry into the matter referred on 21 April should continue to be held by the Committee in secure conditions, and should be transferred to the Parliamentary Archives at a future date to be determined by the Commitee, with an instruction to the Archives that there should be no public access to this material for a period of 30 years commencing with the date of this Resolution. 

Specialist adviser
Ordered, That Sir Ernest Ryder be appointed a specialist adviser to the Committee for the remainder of the Parliament.
Adjournment
Adjourned to a day and time to be fixed by the Chair. 
Appendix: Declaration of members’ interests
29 June 2022: Declaration of interests (new member)
Ms Harriet Harman:
Register of Members’ Interests (as at 27 June 2022):
6. Land and property portfolio: (i) value over £100,000 and/or (ii) giving rental income of over £10,000 a year Part ownership of house in Suffolk: (i)
12 October 2023: Declaration of interests (new member)
Sir Charles Walker:

Register of Members' Interests (as at 3 October 2022): 

Support linked to an MP but received by a local party organisation or indirectly via a central party organisation  
Name of donor: William Moores  
Address of donor: private  
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: £3,500  
Donor status: individual  
(Registered 21 October 2021)   

Gifts, benefits and hospitality from UK sources  
Name of donor: The Red Spinners Angling Club  
Address of donor: 226 Churchgate Road, Cheshunt EN8 9EQ  
Amount of donation or nature and value if donation in kind: Honorary membership for the duration of my time as the MP for Broxbourne, annual value (in 2020) £425  
Date received: 1 May 2020  
Date accepted: 1 May 2020  
Donor status: unincorporated association  
(Registered 06 July 2020)  

Shareholdings: over 15% of issued share capital  
From 8 February 2022, ProPolitical Ltd (dormant). (Registered 11 February 2022) 
 
Miscellaneous  
From 8 February 2022, unpaid Director of ProPolitical Ltd (dormant). (Registered 11 February 2022)  
From 22 April 2022, Trustee of the Chimo Trust CIO, which provides grants to charities or other organisations working to promote and protect the good mental health and well-being of young people. (Registered 25 April 2022)  
From 6 June 2022, Chair of the Country Food Trust, a charity with the objective to alleviate food poverty by providing free protein rich meals to those in need. This is an unpaid role. (Registered 06 June 2022)  
From 23 September 2022, Chair of the Angling Trust, the representative body for recreational fishing. This is an unpaid role. (Registered 23 September 2022) 

Family members employed and paid from parliamentary expenses  
I employ my wife, Fiona Walker, as Office Manager.  
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